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PREFACE. 



FOR readers of a mature age and judg' 
menty there are so nuoty excellent treatises on the 
Evidences of the Christian Religion al- 
ready fiubHshedj that it is perfectly needless to 
add to their number ; but it afifieared to me, t?Mt 
there was still wanting something in a shorter^ a 
cheaper^ a more methodical and familiar form. 
This is a timcj when it is peculiarly proper to 
communicate to young people the chief grounds of 
their faithy and to lay the foundations of a firm be- 
lief in the Christian Revelation; leaving it to 
themsetves to add to these primary evidences 
which reason funiishea in faruor of Chrisiianityy 
those further proofs of its truth, which I trust 
they will hereafter derive from still higher and 
better sources / from an intimate acquaintance 
with the sacred writings ; from the illuminating 
and sanctifying influences of the Holy Spirit 
t^ojt their understanding^^/and their hearts ; and 
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from the exjierimental conviction^ which 1 hofte 
they ivill hereafter have^ of the divine efficacy of^ 
the gosfiel in purifying their affections^ in remedy- 
ing the disorders of their corrupt nature^ and in 
C07nmunicating to them those two invaluable itles" 
lings, peace of conscience^ and holiness of life. 

In a concern of such infinite importance^ no 
species of evidence ought to be discouraged^ de^. 
predated, or withheld, jlnd at this time more 
particularly, when new compendiums of infidelity^ 
and new libels on Christianity are dispersed con^^ 
tinually, with indefatigable industry, through eve- 
ry part of the kingdom, and every class of the 
community, it seems highly expedient to meet 
these hostile attempts with publications of an op- 
posite tendency, and to fortify the minds of those 
who areju^t entering into the world^by plain and 
co7icise statements of the principal arguments in 
favor of Christianity, against the efforts that mU 
be made to mislead their judgments, corrupt their 
principles, and shake their belief in the gospel qf 
Christ. . 

With a view therefore of fulfilling this duty 
towards the youth, more immediately under my 
carCf I have drawn up the following little tract,, 
My chief object has been to collect together into 
one vjtew^ and to compress together in a narroxuf- 



iOOQie 



C(mpa89y all the moat forcible arguments for tHe 
truth of our religion^ which are to be found in our 
best writers J with the addition of such observa^ 
tions of my own as occurred to me in the firoaC' 
cution of the work. M these I have classed un* 
der a few shorty clear ^ distinct profiositions ; an 
arrangement which I have always found most 
convenient for the instruction ofyouthj and best 
calculated to assist their memories^ to make strong 
and durable impressions on their understandings^ 
and to' render the important truths of reUgion^ 
moat easy to be comprehended and retained in 
their minds. After this^ I would recommend it eo 
my young readers^ as they advance in Ufe, to have 
recourse to one or more of the well known treat" 
ises of Grotius, Addison, Clarke, Leslis, 
Lardner, Beattie and Pa ley, on the Mvt* 
dences of Christianity; to some of whom lam 
myself much indebted.^ and to whose masterly writ" 
ings on that subject^ thts little work was meant, 
only as a kind of elementary introduction, 

I must however warn my young disciptes^ 
that when they havcyby the course of reading here 
sruggestedy arrived at a full ' conviction of the dh- 
vine origin of the Christian Religion^ they must 
not imagine that their task h finished^ and that 
noPhing more is required at their hands. THe 
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VI P&EFACB. 

most imfiortant liart of their buiineaa still renmn9 
to be accomfUished. After being satisfied that the 
Christian Religion comes from God, their next 
ste/i is to inquire carefully 'what that religion is, 
lolmtjhe doctrines are which it requires. to be bc' 
lievedy and what the duties which it requires to 
be fierformed. For this purpose it may be usC' 
fulfor them to begin with Gasteell's Chris* 
tian Institutes^ and Archbisl^op Secker's Lee 
tures on t/ie Church Catechism* In the first 
they will find the doctrines and duties of the 
Christian Religion ranged under their proper 
heads in the very words of scripture^ and in the 
other they will see most oftfiem clearly and concise* 
ly explained by a most able^ pious and judicious di"^ 
vine. After this they may proceed to study the 
scriptures themselves^ and more particularly the 
JSTew Testament^ with the assistance of Dr, Doi>- 
p&iDOE'a Family Expositor ^ to which they should 
add some, of the sermons qf our best divines, - 
Bishop Taylori Barroytj Sherlock and 
Secker. 

When they have thus learnt what Christiarii^tf - 
isy and what it demands from them, they will feel 
it to be their inditpensable duty fas it isu^iques' 
tionably their truest interest) to believe implicit"- 
lyall the doctrines^ and obey with cheerfulness afC 



d by Google 
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the commands^ of their Maker and Redeemer ; 
to sacrifice to theiriy and to their onrni future eter"- 
nal welfare J all their comtfit fiasaiona and irregu- 
lar desires ; ^o fireaerve themselves unsfiotted 
from the fvorldj and to imfilore the assistance of 
divine grace j coofierating vdth their own most 
earnest endeavorsj to render their beUefin the 
gosfiel effectual to the sanctifcation of their 
hearts^ the regulation of their Uvesy and the salva^ 
tion of their souls.. 

I have only to add, that although this little 
treatise is designed firiMcifially for the instruction 
of Youthy yet considered as a kind of recafiituUi'- 
tion of the Evidences of Christianity, it may be 
found of some use to persons of a more mature 
agCy by refreshing their memories, and bringing 
back to their recollection those proofs of their re- 
iigion, which they have formerly read in larger 
and more elaborate works, and which they will 
here see brought together into one point ofvievi* • 
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EVIDENCES 

« or THE 

CHRISTIAN REVELATION. 



The method I intend to pursue 
^ In tliis treatise, is to pre^ent.to my young 

readers the following series of proposi- 
^ tions, and then to prove distinctly the 

truth of each, 

• I. From constdering^he etate bf the 
heathen i/i^orld, before the appeai:ance <)f 
our Lord upon earth, it is evident that 
tiiefe was an absolute necessity for a 
revelation of God's will, and, of course, 
^ a great probability beforehand that such 
a revelation would be granted. 

II. At the v^ry time when there was 
a general expectation. in. the world of 
some es;traordinary personage making 
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la Truth and Divine Origin 

his appearance in it, a person called Je- 
sus Christ did . actually appear upon 
earthy asserting that he was the Son of 
God, and that he was sent from heaven 
to teach mankind true religion ; and he 
did accordingly found a religion^ which 
from him was called the Christian Re- 
ligion, and which has been professed by 
great numbers of people from .that time 
to the present. 

III. The books of the New Testa- 
ment were written by those persons to 

> whom they are ascribed, and contain a 
faithful history of Christ and his relig- 
ion; and the account there given of 
both, may be securely lelied upon as 

. strictly true. 

IV. The scriptures of the dd^Tes- 
tament (which are connected with those 
of the New) are the genuine writings of 
those whose names they bear, and give 
a true account of the Mosaic dispensa- 
tion, of the historical facts, the divine 
commands, the moral precepts, and.the 
prophecies which, they contain. 
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of the' Christian' RevelmUml 11 

-V. The character of Christ, as rep. 
resented in the gospels, affords very 
strong ground for believing that he was 
a divine person. 

VL The sublimity of his doctrines 
and the.purity df his moral precepts con<- 
firm this belief. 

VII. The rapid and successful prop, 
agation of the gospel by the first teach- 
ers of it, through a large part of the 
world, is a proof that they vi^ere favored 
with divine assistance and support. 

VIIL A comparison betwixt Christ 
and Mahomet and their respective re« 
ligions, leads us to conclude, that as the 
religion of the latter was confessedly the 
invention of man, that of the former was 
derived from God. 

IX. The predictions delivered by 
the ancient prophets, and fulfilled in ouf 
Saviour, show that he vt^s the Messiah 
expected by the Jews, and that he came 
into the world by divine appointment, 
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1 3 Truth and IHvine Origin 

to be the great deliverer and redeertier 
of mankind. 

X. The prohecies delivered by our 
Saviour himself, prove that he was en- 
dued with the foreknowledge of future 
events, which belongs only to God and 
to those inspired by him. 

XI. The miracles performed by our 
Lord, demonstrate him to have possess- 
ed divine power. 

XII. The resurrection of our Lord 
from the dead, is a fact fully proved by 
the clearest evidence, and is the seal and 
confirmation of his divinity and of the 
truth of his religion. 

These are the several points I shall 
undertake to prove in the following pa- 
ges ; and if these are clearly made out, 
there can be nothing more wanting to 
satisfy every reasonable man, that the 
Christian Religion is a true revelation 
from God. 



Dgitized by Google 



PROPOSITION I. 



From considering the state of the heathen worlds 
bejore the appearance of our Lord upon 
earthj it is evident that there was an abso- 
lute necessity for a divine revelation of 
God's luill, and oj course, a great proha^ 
iility beforehand^ that such a revelation 
would be granted, 

1 HEY who are acquainted with 
ancient history, know perfectly well that 
there is no one fact more certain and 
more notorious than this : That for ma- 
ny ages before our Saviour appeared up- 
on earth, and at the time he actually did 
appear, the whole heathen world, even 
the politest a^nd most civilized, and most 
learned nations, were, with a very few 
exceptions, sunk in the most deplora- 
ble ignorance of every thing relating to 
God and to religion ; in the grossest su- 
B 
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14 Truih and Dnrine Origin 

perstition and idolatry, and in the most 
abominable corruption and depravity of 
manners. They neither understood the 
true nature of God, nor the attributes 
and perfections which belong to him^ 
nor the worship that was acceptable to 
him, nor the moral duties which he re- 
quired from his creatures ; nor had they 
any clear notions or firm belief of the 
immortality of the soul, and a state of 
rewards and punishments in another life. 
They believed tte world to be under the 
direction of a vast multitude of gods and 
goddesses, to whom they ascribed the 
worst passions and the worst vices, thaft 
ever disgraced human nature. They 
worshipped also dead men and women^ 
birds and beasts, insects and reptiles^ 
^espicially that most odious and disgust- 
ing reptile the serpent) together with an 
infinite number of idols, the work of 
iheir own hands, from various materials, 
gold, silver, wood and stone. With 
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of the Christian Revelation. 15 

fespect to their own conduct, they were 
almost universally addicted to die most 
shocking and abominable vices ; even 
many of their solemn religious ceremo- 
nies and acts of devotion were scenes of 
the grossest sensuality and licentious. 
iJiess. Others of them were attended 
with the most savage and cruel supersti- 
tions, and sometimes even with human 
sacrifices. 

The description given of the ancient 
Pagans by St. Paul^ in the first chapter 
of his episde to the Romans, is strictly 
and literally true. " They were filled 
with all unrighteousness, fornication, 
wickedness, covetousness, uncleanness, 
maliciousness, full of envy, murder, de- 
bate, deceit, malignity ; whisperers, 
backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, 
proud, boasters, inventers of evil things, 
disobedient to parents, without under- 
standing, covenant breakers, without 
natural afifectionp implacable^ uum^^ci- 
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16 Truth and Divine Origin 

These are not the mere general de- 
clamations of a pious man against the 
wickedness of the times ; they are faith« 
ful and exact pictures of the manners of 
the age, and they are fully and amply 
confirmed by contemporary heathen 
writers. They are applied also to a peo- 
ple, highly civilized, ingenious, learn- 
ed, and celebrated for their proficiency 
in all liberal arts and sciences. What, 
then, must have been the depravity of 
the most barbarous nations, when such 
were the morals of the most polite and 
virtuous ? 

There were, it is true, among all the 
ancient nations, and especially among the 
Greeks and Romans, some wise and 
comparatively good men, called philoso- 
phers, who had juster notions of mo- 
rality and religion than the rest of the 
world, and preserved themselves to a 
certain degree unpolluted by the gener- 
al corruption of the times. But these 
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of the Chmtim Revelation. 17 

^pcre few in proportion to the great buHc , 
pf mankind, and were utterly unable to 
produce any considerable change in the 
prevailing principles ' and manners of 
their countrymen. They themselves 
had but very imperfect and erroneous 
notions respecting the nature and attri- 
butes of God, the worship he required, 
the duties and obligations of morality, 
the method of God's governing the - 
world, his design in creating mankind, 
the original dignity of human nature, 
the state of corruption and depravity in- ^ 
to which it afterwards fell ; the particular 
.mode of divine interposition necessary 
for the recovery of the human race ; the 
means of regaining the favor of their of- 
fended Maker, and the glorious end to 
which God intended finally to conduct 
them. Even with respect to those great 
and important doctrines abovemention- 
ed, the immortality of the soul, the reality 
of a future state, and the distribution of 
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rewards and punishments hereafter, they 
were full of doubt, uncertainty, and 
hesitation ; and rather ardently wished 
and hoped for, than confidently expected 
and believed, them. But even what 
they did know with any degree of clear- 
ness and certainty, they either would 
not condescend, or wanted the ability, 
to render plain and intelligible to the 
lower orders of the people. They were 
destitute also of proper authority to en- 
force the virtues they recommended ; 
they had no motives to propose power- 
ful enough to overrule strong tempta- 
tions and corrupt inclinations ; their 
own example, instead of recommending 
tlieir precepts, tended to counteract 
them ; for it was generally (even in the 
very best of them) in direct opposition 
to their doctrines ; and the detestable 
vices to which many of them were ad- 
dieted, entirely destroyed the effieacy of 
what they taugiu. 

yGooQie 
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Above all, they were destitute of 
those awful sanctions of religion^ 
which are the most effectual restraints 
on the passions and vices of mankind, 
and the most powerful incentives to vir- 
tue, the rewards and punishments of a 
future state, which form so essential and 
important a part of the Christian dispen- 
sation. 

Thene was, therefore, a plain and 
absolute necessity for a divine revelation, 
to resc\ie mankind from that gulf of ig- 
norance, superstition, idolatry, wicked- 
ness, and misery, in which they were 
almost universally sunk ; to teach them 
in what manner, and with what kind of 
external service, God might most accept- 
ably be worshipped, and what expiation 
he would accept for sin ; to give them 
a full assurance of a future state and a 
future judgment ; to make the whole 
doctrine of religion clear and obvious to 
all capacities ; to add weight and au- 
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thority to the plainest precepts, and to 
furnish men with extraprdioaiy and su« 
perofiturAl assistance, to enable them 
to overcome the corruptions of their na- 
ture. And since it was also plainly 
W(»thy of God, and consonant to fdi 
our ideas of his goodness, mercy, and 
compassion to tlie work of his own 
hands, that he should thus enlighten, 
and assist and direct the creatures he 
had made, there was evidently much 
ground to expect that such information 
and assistance would be granted ; and 
the wisest of the ancient heathens tliem- 
selves thought it most natural and agree- 
able to right reason to hope for some> 
thing of this nature. 

You may give over, says Socrates, 
all hopes of amending men's manners 
for the future, unless God be pleased to 
^end you some other person to instruct 
you ;* and Plato declares, that whatev* 

• Plato in ApoUog. Socratis. 
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cr is right, and as it should be in the 
present evil state of the world, can be 
so only by the particular interposition of 
God.* Cicero has made similar dec- 
larations; and Porphyry, who was a 
most inveterate enemy to the Christian 
Religion, yet confesses, that there was 
wanting some universal method of deliv- 
ering men*s souls , which no sect of phi' 
losophy had ever yet found out.-f 

These confessions of the great sages 
of antiquity, infinitely outweigh the as- 
sertions of our modern infidels, ^' that 
human reason is fully sufficient to teach 
man his duty, and enable him to perform 
it ; and that, therefore, a divine revela^ 
tion was perfectly needless." It is true, 
that, in the present times, a Deist may 
have tolerable just notions of the nature 
and attributes of the Supreme Being, of 
the worship due to him, of the ground 

• Plato de Rep. 

f Auguttin de Civit^te Dei, 1. xo, c, 32. 
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and extent of moral obligation, and even' 
of a future state of retribution. But 
from whence docs he derive these no- 
tions ? Not from the dictates of his own 
unassisted reason, but (as the philosa- 
phist Rousseau himself confesses*) from 
those very scriptures which he despises 
and reviles, from the early impressions 
of education, from living and conversing 
in a Christian country, where those 
doctrines are publicly taught, and 
where, in spite of himself, he imbibes 
some portion of that religious knowledge 
which the sacred writings have every 
where diflfused and communicated to thwe 
enemies as well as the friends of the gos- 
pel. But they who were destitute of 
these advantages, they who had noth- 
ing but reason to direct them, and there- 
fore knew what reason is capable of do- 
ing when left to itself, much better than 
any modern infidel (who never was, and- 

^ Vol. PC. p, 71, iftmo. 1764. 
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never can be, precisely in the same pre- 
dicament) these men uniformly declare, 
that the mere light of nature was not 
competent to conduct them into the road 
of happiness and virtue ; and that the, 
ooly sure and certain guide to carry men 
well through this life was a di'oine dis* 
eo'oery of the truth. * These considera- 
tions may serve to show, that instead of 
entertaining any unreasonable prejudi- 
ces beforehand against the possibility or 
probability of any divine revelation 
whatever^ we ought, on the contrary, to 
be previously prepossessed in favor of it, 
and to be prepared and open to receive 
it with candor and fairness, whenever it 
should come supported with sufficient 
evidence ; because, from considering 
the wants of man and the mercy of God, 
it appears highly probable that such a 
revelation would some time or other be 
vouchsafed to mankind* 



• Plato in Phacdonc. 
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PROPOSITION II. 



At the very time when there was a general ex^ 
pectationin the world of some extraordina' 
ry personage making his appearance in ii^ 
a person called Jesus Christ did actually 
appear upon earthy asserting that he was 
the Son of God, and that he came Jrom 
heaven to teach mankind true religion: 
and he did accordingly Jound a religion^ 
which from him was called, the Christian 
Religion, and which has been professed by 
great numbers oj people from that time to 
the present. 

IT was necessary just to state this 
proposition, as the foundation of all the 
reasoning that is to follow : But the 
truth of it is so universally acknowledg- 
ed, that it requires but very few words 
to be said in support of it. 

That there was about the time of our 
Saviour's birth, a general expectation 
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spread over the eastern part of the world, 
that some very extraordinary person 
wouldappearin Judea, is evident both 
from the sacred history and from Pagan 
writers. St. Matthew informs us, that 
when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 
Judea, there came wise men (probably 
men of considerable rank and learning 
in their own country) from the East, 
saying, " Where is he that is bom King 
of the Jews ; for we have seen his star 
in the East, and are come to worship 
him ?'' In confirmation of this, two 
Roman historians, Suetonius and Tac- 
itus, assert that therp prevailed at that 
time, over the whole East, an ancient 
and fixed opinion, that there should 
arise out of Judea a pierson who should 
obtain dominion over the world. 

That at this time, when Augustus 
Cesar was Emperor of Rome, a person 
called Jesus Christ was actually born 
in Judea ; that he professed to come 
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from heaven to teach mankind true re- 
ligion, and that he had a multitude of 
followers ; the sacred historians unan* 
imously affirm, and several heathen au- 
thors also bear testimony to the same 
facts. They mention the very name of 
Christ, and acknowledge that he had a 
great number of disciples, who from 
him were called Christians. The JewSf 
though professed enemies to our relig- 
ion, acknowledge these things to be 
true ; and none even of the earliest Pa* 
gans who wrote against Christianity, ev« 
er pretended to question their reality. 
These things, therefore, are as certain 
and undeniable as ancient history, both 
sacred and profane, and the concurrent 
testimony both of friends and enemieSy 
can possibly make them. 




PROPOSITION III. 



The bvoks of the New Testament were written 
by those persons to whom they are ascribed^ 
and contain a Jaithful history of Christ 
and his religion ; and the account there 
given of both, may be securely relied upon 
as strictly true, 

1 HE books which contain the 
history of Chrrst and of the Christian 
Religion, are the four gospels and the 
Acts of the Apostles. That the gospels 
were written by the persons whose name 
tfiey bare, namely, Matthew, Mark, 
Luke and John, there is no more rea* 
. son to doubt, than that the histories 
which We have under the names of Xen- 
€^)hon, Livy, or Tacitus, were written by 
those authors. 

A great many passages are alluded 
to or quoted from the Evangelists, ex- 
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actly as we read them now^ by a regular 
succession of Christian writers, from 
the time of the Apostles down to this 
hour ; and at a very early period their 
names are mentioned as the authors of 
their respective gospels; which is more 
than can be said for any other ancient 
tistorian whatever.* 

These books have always been con- 
sidcred by the whole Christian world, 
from the Apostolic age, as containing a 
faithful history of their religion, and 
therefore they ought to be received as 
such ; just as we allow the Koran to 
contain a genuine account of the Ma» 
hometan religion, and the sacred books 
of the Bramins to contain a true repre- 
sentation of the Hindoo religion. 

That all the facts related in these 
writuigs, and the accounts given of eve- 
ry thing our Saviour said and did, arc 

* LardncrU Credibility, b, i, and Pal«y's Eyidoncet^ 
yoK I. 
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also sAricdy true, we have the most sub- 
stantial grounds for believing : 

For, in the first place, the writers 
had the very best medns of information^ 
and could nc^ possibly be deceived 
themselves; 

And, in the next place, they could 
have no conceivable inducement for im« 
posing upon others* 

St. Matthew and St. John were two 
eSovit Lord's Apostles; his constant 
companions and attendants throughout 
die whole of his ministry. They were 
actually present at the scenes which 
they describe ; eye witnesses of the 
facts, and ear witnesses of the discourse 
es, which they relate. 

St. Mark and St. Luke though not 
themselves Apostles, yet were the con- 
temporaries and companions of Apos- 
tles, and in habits of society and friend- 
ship with those who had been present 
at the transactions which they record.. 
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St. Luke expressly says this in the be-' 
ginning of his gospel, which opens with, 
these words : ** Forasmaeh as many 
have taken in hand to set forth in order- 
a declaration of those things which are 
most surely believed amongst us ; even- 
as they delivered them unto us, which 
from the beginning were eye Hvitnesses' 
and ministers of the V)ord^ it seemed 
good to me also, having had perfect un* 
derstanding tf all things from the very 
first, to write unto thee, in order, most 
excellent Theophilus, that thou might* 
est know the certainty of those things 
wherein thou hast been instructed.** 
St. Luke also being the author of the 
'Acts of the Apostles, we have, for the 
writers of these five books^ persons who 
had the most perfect knowledge of every: 
thing they relate, either from their owa 
personal observation, or from immedi- 
ate communications with those who saw 
and heard every thing that passed^. 
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They could not, therefore, be them^ 
selves deceived; nor could they have 
the least inducement, or the least incli- 
nation, to deceive others* 

They were plain, honest, artless, un- 
learned men, in very humble occupa- 
tions of life, and utterly incapable of in- 
venting or carrying on such a refined 
and complicated system of fraud, as the 
Christian Religion must have been if it 
was not true. There are, besides, the 
strongest mjsaks of fairness, candor, sim- 
plicity and truth tliroughout the whole 
of their narratives. Their greatest ene- 
mies have never attempted to throw the 
least stain upon their characters; and 
hpw then can they be supposed capable 
* of so gross an imposition as that of as- 
serting and propagating the most impu- 
dent fiction ? They could gain by it 
neither pleasure, profit nor power. On 
the contrary, it brought upon them the 
most dreadful evils, and even death iu 
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self. If therefore, ihcf were chiats^ 
thejr were cheats without any motive^ 
and without any advantage ; nay, con- 
trary to every motive and ever}' advan^ 
tage that usually influence the actions 
of men. They preached a religion which 
forbids falsehood under pain of eternal 
punishment, and yet, on this supposi* 
tion, they supported that religion by 
&lsehobd ; and whilst they were guilty 
of the basest and most useless knavery 
themselves, they were taking infinite 
pains, and going through the greatest 
labor aiid sufferings, in order to teach 
honesfy to all mankind. 

Is tihis credible ? Is this possible I 
Is not this a mode of acting so contrary 
to all experience, to all the principles 
of human nature, and to all the usual 
motives of human conduct,^ as to ex- 
ceed the utmost bounds of belief, and 
to compel every reasonable man to re- 
ject at once so monstrous a supposition. 
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The facts, therefore, related in the 
Gospels, and in the Acts of the Apos- 
tles, even those evidently miraculous^ 
must be true; for the testimony of 
those who die for what they assert is 
evidence-«ifficicnt to support any mira- 
cle whatever. And this opinion of their 
veracity is strongly confirmed by the 
following considerations : 
. There are, in all the sacred writings 
of the New Testament, continual aU 
lusions and references to things, per- 
sons, places, manners, customs, and 
opinions, which are found to be per* 
fecdy conformable to the real state oi 
things, at that time, as represented by 
disinterested and contemporary writ- 
ers. Had their story been a forgery, 
they would certainly have been de- 
tected in some mistake or other con- 
cerning these incidental circumstan* 
ces, which yet they have never once 
been* 



Dgitized by Google 



S4 Truth and Dhnne Origin 

Then, as to the fects themselves 
which they relate, great numbers of 
them are mentioned and admitted both 
by Jewish and Roman historians ; such 
as the star that appeared at our Say. 
iour^s birth, the journey of the wise men 
to Bethlehem, Herod's murder of the in- 
fants under two years old, many partic* 
ulars concerning John the Baptist and 
Herod, the crucifixion of our Lord un- 
der Pontius Pilate, and the earthquake 
and miraculous darkness which attend* 
ed it. Nay, even many of the miracles 
which Jesus himself wrought, particularai 
ly thecurmg the kme and blind, and cast* 
ing out devils, are, as to the matters of 
yjzt/, expressly owned and admitted by 
several of the earliest and most implaca- 
ble enemies of Christianity. For though 
they ascribed these miracles to the as- 
sistance of evil spirits, yet they allowed 
that the miracles themselves were actu- 
ally wrought.* 

« Clarke's Evidencei of Jlfj^jmi lUr. Rdigion. 
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Tbi& testimonjr of our adversiuries, 
eveiv to the miraculous parts of the sa- 
cred histor):, is the strongest possible 
confirmation of the truth and authority 
of the whole. 

It i^ also certain, that the books of the 
New Testament have come down to the 
present, times without any material aU 
teration or corruption; and that they 
are, in all essential points^ the same as 
they came from tlie hands of their aur 
diors. 

That in the various transcripts of 
these writings, as in a}l other ancient 
books, a few letters, syllables, or even 
words, may have been changed, we do 
not pretend to de^y ; but that there has 
been any designed or fraudulent corrup- 
tion of any considerable part, especially 
of any doctrine, or any important pas- 
sage of history, no one has ever attempt- 
ed, or been able to prove. Indeed it 
was absolutely impossible. There can 
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be no doubt but that, as soon as any of 
the original writings came out of the 
hands of their authors, great numbers 
of copies were immediately taken, and 
sent to all the different Christian church- 
es. We know that they were publicly 
read in the religious assemblies of the 
first Christians. We knowy also, that 
they were very soon translated into a 
variety of foreign languages, and these 
ancient versions (many of which still re- 
main) were quickly dispersed into all 
parts of the known world ; nay, even 
several of the original manuscripts re- 
mained to the time of TertuUian, at the 
end of the second century.* There are 
numberless quotations from every part 
of the New Testament byChristian writ- 
ers, from the earliest ages down to the 
present, all which substantially agree 
with the present text of the sacred writ- 
ings. Besides which, a variety of sects 

* Giotias d« Ver. 1. 3. s. a. 
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and heresies soon arose in the Christian 
church, and each of these appealed to 
the scriptures for the truth of their doc- 
trines. It would, therefore, have been 
utterly impossible for any one sect to 
haye made any material alteration in the 
sacred books, without being immedi«- 
ately detected and exposed by aU the 
others.* Their mutual jealousy and 
suspicion of each other, would effectu- 
ally prevent any gross adulteration of 
the sacred volumes ; and with respect 
to lesser matters, the best and most able 
critics have, after the most minute ex* 
amination, asserted and proved, that the 
holy scriptures of the New Testament 
have suffered less from the injury of 
time, and the errors of transcribers, 
than any other ancient writings what* 
soever, t 

♦Beattie, Vol. I.J). i88. 

+ The «tyle, too, of the gospel (says the amiable and el- 
egant author of the Minstrel) bean mtrinyic evidence of its 
D 
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The scriptures of the Old Testament^ which art 
connected with those of the New^ are thegeU" 
nine writings of those whose names they bear^ 
and give a true account of the Mosaic dis* 
pensation^ as well as oj the historical facts, 
the divine commands^ the moral precepts, and 
the prophecies which they contain. 

That part of the Bible, which 
is called the Old Testament, contains fL 
great variety of very different composi- 

truth We find there no appearance of artifice or of party 
spirit ; no attempt to exaggerate on the one hand, or depve- 
date on the other ; no remarks thrown in to anticipate ob- 
jections ; nothing of that caution which never fails to dis- 
tinguish the testimony of those who are conscious of iji. 
posture ; no endeavor to reconcile the reader's mind to what 
may be extraordinary in the narrative : All is fair, candid, 
and simple. The historians make no reflections of their 
own, but coBfine themselves to matter of fact, that is, to 
what they heard and saw ; and honestly record their own 
mistakes and faults, as well as the other particulars of the 
story .—J5ffl//f>'J Evidences^ v. i. p. 89. 
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tibns, some historical, some poetical, 
some moral and preceptive, some pro- 
phetical ; written at different times, and 
by different persons, and collected into 
one volume by the care of the Jews. 

That these books were all written by 
those whose names they bear, there is 
not the least reasonable ground to doubt ; 
they have been always considered as the 
writings of those persons by the whole 
Jewish nation (who were most interest- 
ed in their authenticity, and most likely 
to know the truth) from the earliest 
times down to the present ; and no 
proof to the contrary has ever yet been 
produced. 

That these writings have come down 
to us in the same state in which they 
were originally written, as to all essen- 
tial points, there is every reason to be- 
lieve. The original manuscripts were 
long preserved among the Jews. A 
copy of the book of the law was pre- 
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served in the ark ; it was ordered to be 
read publicly every seven years, at the 
feast of the tabernacles, as well as priw 
vately, and frequently^ in every Jewisb 
family. 

There is a copy still extant, of the 
five books of Moses (which are called 
the Pentateuch) taken by the Samari- 
tans, who were bitter enemies to the 
Jews, and always at variance with them; 
and this copy agrees, in every material 
instance, with the Jewish copy. 

Near three hundred years before 
Christ, these scriptures were translated 
into Greek, and this version (called the 
Septuagint) agrees also in all essential 
articles with the Hebrew original. This 
being very widely spread over the world, 
rendered any considerable alteration ex- 
tremely difficult ; and the dispersion of 
the Jews into all the different regions of 
' the globe, made it next to impossible. 
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Thfe Jews were always remarkable for 
being most faithful guardians of their 
sacred books, which they transcribed 
repeatedly, and compared most careful- 
ly with the originals, and of which they 
even numbered the words and letters. 
That they have not corrupted any of 
their prophetical writings appears from 
hence ; that we prove Jesus to be the 
Messiah from many of those very proph- 
ecies which they have themselves pre- 
served ; and which (if their invincible 
fidelity to their sacred books had not 
restrained them) their hatred to Christ- 
ianity would have led them to alter or 
suppress. And their credit is still fur- 
ther established by this circumstance, 
that our Saviour, though he brings many 
heavy charges against the Scribes and 
Pharisees, yet never once accuses them 
of corrupting or falsifying any one of 
their sacred writings. 
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' It is no less certain that these nvritiogs 
give a true and faithful account of the 
various matters which they contain.-^ 
Many of the principal facts and circum- 
stances related in them> are mentioned 
by the most ancient heathen authors. 
The first origin and creation of the 
world out of chaos, as described by 
Moses ; the formation of the sun, the 
moon, and the stars, and afterwards of 
man himself ; the dominion given him 
over other animals ; the completion of 
this great work in six days ; the des- 
truction of the world by a deluge ; the 
circumstances of the ark and the dove ; 
the punishment of Sodom by fire ; the 
ancient rite of circumcision ; many par- 
ticulars relating to Moses, the giving of 
the law, and the Jewish ritual ; the 
names of David and Solomon^ wd their 
leagues with the Tyrians ; these things 
and many others of the same sort, are 
expressly mentioned, or plainly alluded 
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to, in several Pagan authors of the high- . 
est antiquity and the best credit. And 
a very bitter enemy of the Jews as well 
as Christians^ the Emperor Julian, is, 
by the force of evidence, compelled to 
confess, that there were many persons 
among the Jews, divinely inspired ; and 
that fire from heaven descended on the 
sacrifices of Moses and Elijah. Add to 
this, that the references made to the 
books of the Old Testament, and the 
passages quoted from them by our Sav- 
iour and his Apostles,, is a plain proof, 
that they acknowledged the authority of 
those writings, and the veracity of their 
authors. 

It is true, indeed, that in the histori- 
cal books of the Old Testament, there 
are some bad characters and bad ac- 
tions recorded, and some very cruel 
deeds described ; but these things are 
mentioned as mere historical facts, and 
by no means approved or proposed as 
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examples to others. And excepting 
these passages, which are comparatively- 
few in number, the rest of those sacred 
books, more especially Deuteronomy, 
the Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and 
the Prophets, are full of very sublime 
representations of God and his attri- 
butes ; of very excellent rules for the 
conduct of life, and examples of almost 
every virtue that can adorn human na* 
ture. And these things were written at 
a time when all the rest of the world, 
even the wisest, and most leanied, and 
most celebrated nations of the earth, 
were sunk in the grossest ignorance of 
God and religion ; were worshipping 
idols and brute beasts, and indulging 
themselves in the most abominable vi- 
ces. It is a most singular circum- 
stance, that a people in a remote, ob- 
scure comer of the world, very inferior 
to several heathen nations in learning, 
in philosophy, in genius, in science, and 
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all the polite arts, should yet be so infi- 
nitely their superiors in their ideas of 
the Supreme Being, and in every thing 
relating to morality and religion. This 
can no otherwise be accounted for, than 
on the supposition of their having been 
instructed in these things by God him- 
self, or by persons commissioned and 
inspired by him ; that is, . of their hav- 
ing been really favored wi(h those di- 
vine revelations, which are recorded in 
the books of the Old Testament. 

With respect to the prophecies which 
they contain, the truth of a great part of 
these has been infallibly proved by the 
exact fulfilment of them in subsequent 
dges, such as those relating to our Sav- 
iour (which will be hereafter specified) 
to Babylon, to Egypt, to Edom, to 
Tyre and Sidon. But those which re- 
fer more particularly to the dispersion 
of the Jews, are so very numerous and 
clear, and the accomplishment of them^ 
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in the present state of the Jews, is a fact 
which obtrudes itself, at this moment^, 
so irresistibly upon our senses, that I 
eannot forbear presenting to tlie reader 
some of the most remarkable of those 
predictions, as they are drawn together 
by a most able writer. 

It was foretold by Moses, that when 
the Jews forsook the true God, " they 
should be removed into all the kingdoms 
of the earth, should be scattered among!; 
the heathen, among all people, from the 
one end of the earth even unto the other ; . 
should become an astonishment, a prov*^ 
erb, and a bye word, among all nations ;^ 
and that among those nations they should 
find no ease, neither should the sole of, 
their foot have rest ; but the Lord should 
give them a trembling heart, and failing 
of eyes, and sorrow of mind, and send 
a faintness into their hearts in the land 
of their enemies ; so that tlie sound oL 
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m shaken leaf should chase them.'^^* 
The same things are continually pre* 
dieted through all the following proph* 
^€ts : " That God would disperse them 
through the countries of the heathen ; 
that he would sift them among all na- 
tions,' like as corn is sifted in a sieve j 
that in all the kingdoms of the earth, 
whither they should be driven, they 
should be a reproach, and a proverb, 
a taunt, and a curse, and an astonish- 
ment, and a hissing ; and that they 
should abide many days without a king, 
^nd without a prince, and without a sac- 
rifice, and without an image, and with- 
out an ephod, and without teraphim.^f 
Had any thing like this, in the time 
of Moses or of the prophets, ever hap- 
pened to any nation, in the world ? Or 

♦ Dcut. x;cvili. 25 ; Lev. xxvi. 33 ; Deut. iv. 37 ; Deut, 
xxviii. 64 ; Deut. xxviii. 37 ; Dcut. xxviii. 65 ; Lev. 
xxvi. 36. 

+ Ezek. XX. 13 ; xi, 15 ; Amos, ix. 9 ; Jer, xxiv. g; 
xxix,'i8 ; Hofea, iii. 4. 
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was there in nature any probability that 
any such thing should ever happen to 
any people ? That when they were con- 
quered by their enemies, and led into 
captivity, they should neither continue 
in the place of their captivity, nor be 
swallowed up and lost among their con- 
querors, but be scattered among all the 
nations of the world, and hated and per- 
secuted by all nations for many ages, 
and yet continue a distinct people ? Or 
could any description of the Jews, writ- 
ten at this day, be a more exact and 
lively picture of the state they have now 
been in for many ages, than these pro- 
phetic descriptions, especially that of 
Moses, given more than tliree thousand 
years ago,* 

* Clarke's Evidences, p. 176, 177. 
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The character of Christy as represented in tkt 
gospels^ affords very strong ground for be» 
lieving that he was a divine person. 

Whoever considers with 

attention the character of our blessed 

Lord, as it may be collected from the 

various incidents and actions of his life> 

(for there are no labored descriptions of 

it, no encomiums upon it, by his owa 

disciples) will soon discover that it was, 

in every respect, the most perfect that 

ever was made known to mankind. If 

we only say of him what even Pilate said 

of him, and what his bitterest enemies 

cannot and do not deny, that we can 

Jind no fault in hinty and that the whole 

tenor of his life was entirely blameless 

throughout, this is more than can be said 

E 
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of any other person that ever came into 
the world. But this is going a very lit- 
tle way indeed in the excellence of his 
character. He was not only free from 
every failing, but possessed and practis- 
ed every imaginable virtue. Towards 
his heavenly Father he expressed the 
most ardent love, the most fervent yet 
rational devotion, and displayed in his 
whole conduct the most absolute resig- 
nation to his will, and obedience to his 
commands. His manners were gentle, 
mild, condescending, and gracious : 
His heart overflowed with kindness, 
compassion, and tenderness to the whole 
human race. The great employment 
of his life was to do good to the bodies 
and souls of men. In this all his 
thoughts and all his time were constant- 
ly and almost incessantly occupied. 
He went about dispensing his blessings 
to all around him in a thousand diflfer- 
ent ways ; healing diseases, relieving 
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infirmities, correcting errors, removing' 
prejudices, promoting piety, justice, 
charity, peace, harmony, among men, 
and crowding into the narrow compass 
of his ministry more acts of mercy and 
compassion than the longest life of the 
most benevolent man upon earth ever 
yet produced. Over his own passions 
he had obtained the most complete 
command ; and though his patience 
was continually put to the severest ivu 
als, yet he was never once overcome, 
never once betrayed into any intemper« 
ance or excess in word or deed, " nev- 
er once spake unadvisedly with his lips.'* 
He endured the cruellest insults from 
his enemies with the utmost composure, 
meekness, patience,, and resignation ; 
displayed the most astonishing fortitude 
under a most painful an^ ignominious 
death ; and, to crown all, in the very 
midst of his torments on the cross, im- 
plored forgiveness for his murderers, ia 
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that divinely charitable prayer ; " Fath 
cr, forgive them, for they know not wha 
they do." 

Nor w as his wisdom inferior to hi 
virtues. The doctrines he taught wer 
the most sublime and the most impor 
tant that were ever before delivered t 
mankind, and every way worthy of tha 
God, from whom he professed to deriv 
them, and whose Son he declared him 
self to be. 

His precepts inculcated the pures 
and most perfect morality ; his discoui 
ses were full of dignity and wisdon: 
yet intelligible and clear ; his parable 
conveyed instruction in the most pleaj 
ing, familiar, and impressive manner 
and his answers to the many insidioii 
questions that were put to him, showe 
uncommon quickness of conceptioi 
soundness of judgment, and presence c 
mind, completely baffled all the artifice 
and malice of his enemies, and enable 
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hkn to elude all the snares that were 
laid for him. It appears then, even from 
this short and imperfect sketch of our 
Saviour's character, that he was beyond 
comparison, the wisest and most virtu- 
ous person that ever appeared ; and 
even his bitterest enemies allow that he 
was so. If, then he wasronfessedly so 
great and so good a man, it unavoida- 
bly follows that he must be, what he 
pretended to be, a divine person, and of 
course his religion also must be divine ;> 
for he certainly laid claim to a divine 
original. He asserted, that he was the 
Son of God ; that he and his religion 
eame from heaven ; and that he had. 
the power of working miracles. If thts^ 
was not the case, he must, in a matter 
of infinite importance, have asserted 
what had no foundation in truth. Put. 
is such a supposition as this in the small- 
est degree credible ? Is it probable, is^ 
it conceivable, is it consistent with the 
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general conduct of man, is it reconcile- 
able with the acknowledged character of 
our Lord, to suppose, that any thing 
lut truth could proceed from him whom 
his very enemies allow to have been in 
every respect (and of course in point of 
veracity) the best and most virtuous of 
men ? Was it ever known, is there a 
single instance to be produced in the 
history of mankind of any one so un- 
blemished in morals as Christ confess- 
edly was, persisting for so great a 
length of time as he did in assertions, 
which, if untrue, would be repugnant 
to the clearest principles of morality, 
and most fatal in their consequences to 
those he loved best, his followers and 
]his friends ? Is it possible, that the pure, 
the upright, the pious, the devout, the 
meek, the gentle, the humane, the mer- 
ciful Jesus, could engage multitudes of 
innocent and virtuous people in the be- 
lief and support of a religion which he 
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knew must draw on them persecution^ 
misery and death, unless he had been 
authorized by God hiinself to establish 
that religion ; and unless he was con- 
sciQus that he possessed the power of 
amply recompensing those who prefer- 
red his religion to every other consider- 
ation ? The common sense and com- 
mon feelings of mankind must revolt at 
such a preposterous idea. 

It follows, then, that Christ was, ii> 
truth, a divine teacher, and his religion 
the gift of God. 
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The sublimity of our Lord's doctrines andiki 
purity oj his moral precepts confirm the &- 
lief of his divine mission* 

There is no where to be found- 
such important infbrmation, and such, 
just and noble sentiments concerning 
God and reli^on, as in the scriptures* 
of the New Testament. 

They teach us, in the first place, that 
there is one Almighty Being, who ere- 
ated all things, of infinite power, wis- 
dom, justice, mercy, goodness ; that he 
is the governor and preserver of this-^ 
world, which he has made; that his 
providential care is over all his works ; . 
and that he more particularly regards 
the afeirs and conduct of men. They 
teach us, tihat we are to worship thi$- 
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great Being in spirit and in truth ; and 
that the love of him is the first and 
great commandment, the source and 
spring of all virtue. They teach us, 
more particularly, how to pray to him, 
and for that purpose supply us with a 
form of prayer, called the Lord's Prayer, 
** which is a model of calm and rational 
devotion, and which for its conciseness, 
its clearness, its suitableness to every 
condition, and for the weight, solemnity, 
and real importance of its petitions, is 
without an equal or a rival.''* They 
teach us, moreover, what we all feel to 
be true, that the human heart is weak 
and corrupt ; that man is fallen from his 
original innocence ; that he is restored, 
however, to the favor of God, and the 
capacity of happiness, by the death and 
mediation and atonement of Christ, who 
is the way, the truth, and the life ; and 
that he will be assisted in his sincere^ 

• Palty. 
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though imperfect endeavors after holi- 
ness, by the influence of God'^ Holy 
Spirit. 

They assure us, in fine, that the souL 
does not perish wifti the body, but shall 
pass, after death, into another world ^ 
that all mankind, shall rise from the 
grave, and stand befo^ the judgment 
seat of Christ, who shall reward the vir« 
tuous, and punish the wicked, in a fu-' 
ture and eternal state of existence, ac- 
cording to their deserts. 

These are the great, and interesting^ 
and momentous truths, either wholly 
unknown, or but very imperfectly known 
to the world before ; and they render 
the meanest peasant in this country bet- 
ter acquainted with the nature of the 
Supreme Being, and the relation in 
which we stand to him, than were any 
of the greatest sages of ancient times. 

Equally excellent, and superior to aU 
other rules of life, are the moral pre- 
cepts of the 
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'Our Divine Master, in the first place, 
laid down two great leading principles 
for our conduct, love to God, and love 
~ to mankind ; and thence deduced, (as 
t>ccasion3 offered, and incidents occur- 
red, whiqh gave peculiar force and en- 
ergy to his instructions) all the princi- 
pal duties towards God, our neighbor 
and ourselves. 

With respect to God, we are com- 

manded to love, fear, worship, and obey 

him ; to set him always before us ; to 

do all things to his glory ; to seek first 

ills kingdom and his righteousness ; to 

resign ourselves wholly to his pleasure, 

and submit, with patience, cheerfulness 

• and re3ignation, to every thing he thinks 

^fit to bring upon us. 

With regard to our neighbor, we are 

to exercise towards him the duties of * 

•charity, justice, equity, and truth ; we 

are to love him as ourselves, and to do 

-unto all men as we would they should 



Dgitized by Google 



€0 Truth (md JXvme Origin 

do unto us; a most admirable ntlci 
which comprehends the /sum and sub* 
stance of all social ^irtue, and which jk> 
man can mistake. 

As to those duties which coacjem 
ourselves, we are commanded to keep 
ourselves unspotted from the world, to. 
be temperate in all things, to keep un- 
der our body, and bring it into subjec- 
tion, to preserve an absolute command 
over all our passions, and live soberly^ 
righteously, and godly in this present 
world. 

These are the general directions giv- . 
en for our conduct in the various situiu 
tions and relations of life. More par- 
ticular injunctions are given in various 
parts of scripture, especially in our Savi- 
our's admirable sermon from the mount, *" 
where we find a multitude of most ex- 
cellent rules of life, short, sententious, 
solemn and important, full of wisdom 
and dignity, yet intelligible and dear* 
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But the principal excellence of the gos- 
pel morality, and that which gives it an 
infinite superiority over all other moral 
instructions, is this ; that it prefers a 
meek, yielding, complying, forgiving 
temper, to that violent, overbearing, in- 
flexible, imperious disposition, which 
prevails so much in the world ; that it 
regulates not merely our actions, but 
our affections and our inclinations ; and 
places the check to licentiousness exact- 
ly where it ought to be, that is, on the 
iieart ; that it ^ forbids us to covet the 
praise of men m our devotions, our 
'alms, and all our other virtues ; that it 
gives leading rules and principles for ail 
the relative duties of life ; of husbands 
and wives, of parents and children, of 
masters and servants, of Christian teach- 
ers and their disciples, of governors and 
subjects ; that it commands us to be, 
as it were, lights in the world, and ex- 
amples of good to all ; to injure no 
F 
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man, but to bear injuries patiently ; 
never to seek revenge, but to retura 
good for evil ; to love our very enemies, 
and to forgive others as we hope to be 
forgiven ; to raise our thoughts afi^ 
views above the present life, and to fix 
cur affections principally on th^t whicfc 
is to come. 

But besides all this, the manner in 
which our Lord delivered all his doc- 
trines and all his precepts ; the concise, 
sententious, solemn, weighty maxims 
into which he generally compressed 
them ; the easy, familiar, natural, psu 
thetic parables in which he sometimes 
clothed them; that divine autliority, 
and those awful sanctions with whicb 
he enforced them ; these circumstances 
give a weight, and dignity and impor- 
tance to the precepts of holy writ, which 
no other moral rules can boast. 

If now we ask, as it is very natural 
to ask, who that extraordinary person 
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could be, that was the author of such 
unGommotily excellent morality as this ? 
The answer is, that he was, to all out- 
Ward apprarance, the reputed son of a 
carpenter^ living with his father and 
mother in a remote and obscure corner 
of the world, until the time that he as- 
sumed his public character. " Whence, 
tbeti, had this man these things^ and 
wl^t wisdom is this that was given unto 
him? He had evidently none of the 
Usual means or opportunities of culti« 
voting his understanding or improving 
his mind. He was born in a low and 
indigent condition, without education, 
without learning, without any ancient 
stores from whence to draw his wisdom 
and his morality, that were at all likely 
to fall into his hands. You may, per- 
haps, in some of the Greek or Roman 
writers, ^ck out a few of liis precepts, 
or something like them. But what 
does this avail I Those writers he had 
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never read. He had never studied at 
Athens or at Rome ; he had no knowl- 
edge of orators or philosophers. He 
understood^ probably, no language but 
his own, and had nothing to give him 
juster notions of virtue and religion than 
the rest of his countrymen and persons 
in his humble rank of life usually hadr. 
His fellow laborers in this undertakings 
the persons who assisted him duriug his 
life, and into whose hands his religion . 
came after his death, were a few fisheijC 
men on the Lake of Tiberias, as un- 
learned and uneducated, and, for the 
purpose of framing rules of morality, as 
unpromising, as himself. Is it possi- 
ble, then, that such men as these conld, 
without any assistance whatever, pro^ 
duce such perfect and incomparable rules 
of life as those of the gospel ; so greatly 
superior in purity, solidity, perspicuity, 
and universal usefulness, to all tHe mor- 
al lessons of all the philosophers upon 
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earth put together ? Every man of com- 
mon sense must see that this is abso- 
lutely impossible ; and that there is no 
other conceivable way of accounting for 
thisy than by admitting what these per* 
sons constantly affirmed, that their doc- 
trines and their precepts came from the 
fountain of all perfection, that is, from 
God himselfl 



|C7»2 
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PROPOSITION VII. 



The rapid and successful propagation oftk€ 
gcspel by the first teachers af it, through 
a large part of the world, is a proof thai^ 
they were Javored with divine assistance 
and support. 

We find in the Acts of the 
Apostles, and in their Epistles, that the 
number of converts to the Christian Re- 
ligion began to increase considerably 
almost immediately after our Saviour's 
ascension, and continued increasing to 
an astonishing degree through every 
age until the final establishment of 
Christianity by Constantine. The first 
assembly which we meet with of 
Christ's disciples, and that a few days 
after his removal from the world, con- 
sisted of one hundred and twenty.* 
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About a week after this, three thous* 
and were added in one day ;* and the 
number of Christians publicly baptiz- 
ed, and publicly associating together, 
was very soon increased to five thous- 
and, f In a few years after this, the* 
converts were described as increasing ul 
great numbers, in great multitudes, and 
even in myriads, tens of thousands ; J. 
sukI multitudes both of men and wo- 
men continued to be added daily ; so that 
within atx>ut thirty years after our 
Lord's death) tlie gospel was spread,^ 
not only throughout almost all parts of 
the Roman Empire, but even to Parthia 
and India. It appears from the Epistles 
written to several churches by the A- 
posUes, that there were large congrega- 
tions of Christians, both at Rome and 
in all the principal cities of Greece and 
Asia. This account is confirmed by 
contemporary Roman historians ; and 

♦ AcU iv. 4. t AcU ii. 41. % Act xxi. %o. 



d by Google 



Trtuif 



(M4DMne Origfyi 



PUay^ about eightjr years ^er the asceo*- 
stooy complains that this supersnuoHf^ aa 
he calls it^ had sdbed iKvt cities joaLy^ 
but the lesser towns alao^ and the ope» 
country ; that the Pagan tenples were 
, -almost deserted, the sacred solemnitiea 
suspended, and scarce any purchasers to 
be found for the victims. About twenty 
years after this, Justin Martyr^ a Christ- 
ian writer; declares^ that there was no 
nation of men,wh^her Greeks or barbae 
rians, not excepting even those savages 
that wandered in clans from one region 
to another, and had no fixed habitation,, 
who bad not learned to ofier prayers am) 
tibank^ivings to the Father and Maker 
of all, in the name of Jemis,ii4io <wa9 
crucified. And dms the Church of 
Christ went on increasing more and 
more, till, under ConstMtine, the empire 

* The very name by >vhich Modern Pagans^ as well at- 
tlRirprcdeecMOfSytlio aaeieal Heathen^ descrUwthe Ghsu^ 
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became christian ; at which time there 
is every reason to believe that the Christ- 
ians were more numerous and more 
powerful than the Pagans. 
. In what manner, now, can we accounb 
for this wonderful had unexampled^ 
progress of the. Christian Religion ? 

If tMs religion and set out with flat-- 
tering the corrupt passions of mankind, . 
and held up to them the prospect of pow- 
er, wealth, rank, or pleasure as the re- • 
wards of their conversion; if it had 
soothed their vices, humored their prej- 
udices^ and encouraged their ancient 
superstitions ; if the persons who taught 
it had been men of brilliant talents, or 
commanding eloquence ; if they had first 
proposed it in times of darkness and ig- 
norance, ^d among savage and barbar- 
ous nations ; if they had been seconded 
by all the influence and authority c^ the 
great potentates of the earth, (H*pr(^agat- 
ed their doctrines at the head of avicto^- 
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rious army, one might have seen some 
reason for their extraordinary success. 
But it is well known that the very re- 
verse of all this was the real truth of the 
case. It is well known, that the first 
preachers of the gospel declared open 
war against. all the follies, the vices, the 
interestSi the inveterate prejudices^ and 
favorite superstitions of the world ; that 
they were (with few exceptions) men of 
no abilities, no learning,no artificial rhet« 
oric or powers of persuasion ^ that their 
doctrines were promulgated in an en- 
lightened age, and to the most polished 
nations, and had all the wit and learning 
and eloquence and philosophy of the 
world to contend with : And that, in- 
stead of being aided by the authority 
and influence of the civil powers, they 
were opposed, and harrassed, and perse- 
cuted by them, even to death, witli the 
most unrelenting cruelty ; and all those 
who embraced their doctrines were ez« 
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posed to the same hardships and suffer- 
ings. 

Is it n6w credible, that, under these 
circumstances, twelve poor illiterate 
fishermen of Galilee should be able, 
merely tiy their own natural powers, to 
spread their new religion in so short a 
space, over so large a part of the then 
known world, without any assistance or 
cooperation from any quarter whatever ? 
Did any thing of the kind ever happen 
in the world, befiwe or since ? 

It is plainly unprecedented and im- 
possible. As, therefore, all human 
means of success were against them, 
what else |Dut supernatural means were 
left for them ? It is clear almost to de- 
monstration, that they must have been 
endowed with those miraculous, powers 
and favored with that divine assistance 
to which they pretended, and which of 
course proved them to be the messen- 
gers of Heaven. 
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A comparison between Christ nnd Mahomet^ 
and their respective religions^ leads us to 
conclud^^ that as the religion of the latter 
is confessedly the invention of man^ that of 
the former is derived from God. 

There is a religion in the 
world, called the Mahometan, which is 
professed in one part of Europe, and 
most^ parts of Asia and Africa. The 
founder of this religion, Mahomet, pre- 
tended to be a prophet sent from God; 
but it is universally allowed, by all who 
are npt Mahometans, and who have 
searched very carefully into the preten- 
sions of this teacher, that he was an. en- 
thusiast and an impostor, and that his 
religion was a contrivance of his own. 
Even those persons who reject Christ- 
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ianity, do not think Mahometanism to 
be true ; nor do we ever hear of a De- 
ist embracmg it from conviction. 

Here, then, we have two religions 
coexisting together in the world, and 
both pretending to be revelations from 
heaven ; one of these we know to be a 
fraud, the other we affirm and believe 
to be true. If this be so, upon com- 
paring them and their authors together, 
we may expect to find a most marked 
and essential difference between them, 
such a difference as may naturally be 
supposed to exist between an imppstoi; 
and a divine teacher, between truth and 
falsehood. And this, I apprehend, will 
appear to be actually the case with re- 
spect to Christ and Mahomet, and their 
respective religions. 

Mahomet was a man of considerable 
rank in his own country ; he was the 
grandson of a man of the most power- 
ful and honorable family in Mecca, and, 
G 
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* 

though not born to a great fortune, he 
soon acquired one by marriage. These 
circumstances would of themselves, 
without any supernatural assistance, 
greatly contribute to the success of his 
religion. A person considerable by his 
wealth, of high descent, and nearly alli- 
ed to the chiefs of his country, taking 
upon himself the character of a religious 
teacher in an age of ignorance and bar- 
barism, could not fail of attracting at- 
tention and followers. 

Christ did not possess these advan- 
tages of rank and wealth, and powerful 
connexions. He was born of parents 
in a very mean condition of life. His 

in the same 

bred up in 

^ all his life, 

^ where he 

thusias ^^^ s^ circum- 

religion . ^y ^is own per- 

Even those 
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jjonal influence, to force a new religion, 
much less a false one, upon the world. 

Mahomet indulged himself in the 
grossest pleasures. He perpetually 
transgressed even those licentious rules 
which he had prescribed to himself. 
He made use of the power he had ac- 
quired, to gratify his passions without 
control, and he laid claim to a special 
permission from heaven to riot in the 
most unlimited sensuality. 

Jesus, on the contrary, preserved 
throughout life the most unbleinished 
purity and sanctity of manners. He 
did no sin, but was perfectly holy and 
undefiled. Not the least stain was ev- 
er thrown on his moral character by his 
bitterest enemies. 

Mahomet was violent, impetuous, 
and sanguinary. 

Christ was meek, gentle, benevolent 
and merciful. 
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Mahomet pretended to have secret 
communications with God, and with 
the angel Gabriel, which no other per- 
son ever saw or heard. 

Jesus was repeatedly declared to be 
the Son of God b^ voices from heaven, 
which were plainly and distinctly heard 
and recorded by others. 

The appearance of Mahomet waa 
not foretold by ancient prophecies, nor 
was there at the time any expectation of 
such a person in that part of the world. 

The appearance of Christ upon earth 
was clearly and repeatedly predicted by 
several ancient prophecies, which most 
evidently applied to him and to no oth- 
er ; and which were in the keeping of 
those who were professed enemies to 
him and his religion. — And there was 
at the time of his birth a general expect- 
ation over all the east, that some great 
and extraordinary personage would then 
manifest himself to the world. 
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, Mahomet never . presumed to fore- 
tel any future events, for this plain rea- 
son, because he could not foresee them ; 
and had he foretold any thing which did 
not come to pass, it mu^t have entirely 
ruined his credit with his followers. 

Christ foretold many things which 
did actually come to pass, particularly 
his own death and resurrection, and the 
destruction of Jerusalem* 

Mahomet never pretended to work 
miracles ; on the contrary, he expressly 
disclaimed any such power, and makes 
several labored and awkward apologies 
for not possessing it. 

Jesus we all know, worked a great 
number of the most astonishing miracles 
in the open face of day, and in the sight 
of great multitudes of people. He made 
the deaf to hear, the dumb to speak, the 
lame to walk, the blind to see, and even 
the dead to rise from the grave. 
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Mahomet, during the first twelve 
years of his mission, made use only of 
argument and persuasion, and in conse^ 
quence of that gained very few converts. 
In three years he made only fourteen 
proselytes, and in seven only eighty 
three men and eighteen women. 

In the same space of time our Sa- 
viour and his Apostles converted thous 
ands and tens of thousands, and spread 
the Christian Religion over a great part 
of Asia. 

Mahomet told the Jews, the Christ- 
ians, and the Arabs, that he taught no 
other religion than that which was orig*. - 
inally taught to their forefathers, by A- 
braham, Ismael, Moses, and Jesus, 
This would naturally prejudice them in 
favor of his religion. 

Christ preached a religion which di*- 
i-ectly opposed the most favorite opin- 
ions and prejudices of the Jews, and. 



d by Google 



ofthe Christian Revelation* 79 

subverted, from the very foundation, the 
whole system of Pagan superstition. 

Mahomet paid court to the peculiar 
weaknesses and propensities of his dis* 
ciples. In that warm climate, where all 
the passions are ardent and violent, he 
allowed them a liberal indulgence in sen- 
sual gratifications ; no less than four 
wives to each of his followers, with the 
liberty of divorcing them thrice.* 

In the same climate, and among men 
of the same strong passions, Jesus most 
peremptorily restrained all his followers 
from adultery, fornication, and every 
kind of impurity. He confined them to 
one wife, and forbade divorce, except for 
adultery only. But what was still more, 
he required them to govern their eyes 
and their thoughts, and to check the 
very first rising of any criminal desire in 
the soul. He told them, that whoever 
looked upon a woman, to lust after her^ 

* Koran c. 4. p. 42. lb. c, 2. p. 41* 
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had committed adultery with her al- 
ready in his heart ; and he assured them 
that none but the pure in heart should 
see God, He declared open war, in 
short, against all the criminal passions, 
and evil inclinations of mankind, and 
expressly required all his followers to 
renounce those favorite sins that did 
most easily beset them ; nay, even to 
leave father, mother, brethren, sisters, 
houses, lands, and every thing that was 
most dear to them, and take up their 
cross and follow him. 

With the same view abovemcntion- 
ed, of bribing men to embrace his re- 
ligion, Mahomet promised to reward 
his followers with the delights of a most 
voluptuous paradise, where the objects 
of their affection were to be almost in- 
numerable, and all of them gifted with 
transcendant beauty and eternal youth.* 

Christ entirely precluded his disci- 
ples from all hopes of sensual indulgen- 

•Koran, c. ^6, p. ^^^v 
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ees hereafter, assuring them that m 
heaven they should neither marry nor 
be given in marriage, and promising 
them nothing but pure celestial spiritual 
joys, such as eye hath not seen, nor ear 
heard, nor the heart of man conceived. 
Besides the powerful attractions of 
sensual delights, Mahomet had another 
still more efficacious mode of producing 
conviction, and gaining proselytes ; and 
that, was, force, violence and arms. He 
propagated his religion by the sword ^ 
and, till he made lise of that instrument 
of conversion, the number of his prose- 
• ly tes was a mere nothing. He was at 
once a prophet, a warrior, a general, 
and a conqueror. It was at the head of 
his armies that he preached the koran. 
His religion and his conquests went on 
together ; and the former never advanc- 
ed one step without the latter. He com. 
manded in person in eight general en- 
gagements, and undertook, by himself 
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and his lieutenants, fifty military enter- 
prises. Death or conversion was the 
only choice offered to idolaters, and 
tribute or conversion to Jews and Christ- 
ians. 

Jesus employed no other means of 
converting men to his religion, but per- 
suasion, argument, exhortation, mira- 
cles, and prophecies. He made use of 
no other force but the force of truth ; 
no other sword but the sword of the 
Spirit, that is, the word of God. He 
had no arms, no legions to fight his 
cause. . He was the Prince of Peace, 
and preached peace to all the world. ■ 
Without power, without support, with- 
out any followers but twelve poor hum- 
ble men, without one circumstance of 
attraction, influence, or compulsion, he 
triumphed over the prejudices, the learn- 
ing, the religion of his country ; over 
the ancient rites, idolatry, and supersti- 
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tion, over the philosophy, wisdom, and 
authority of the whole Roman Empire. 
The great object of Mahomet was 
to make his followers soldiers, and to 
inspire them with a passion for violence, 
bloodshed, vengeance, and persecution. 
He was continually exhorting them to 
fight for the religion of God ; and, to 
encourage them to do so, he promised 
them the highest honors, and the richest 
rewards, in paradise. " They who have 
suffered for my sake, and have been slairi 
in battle, verily I will expiate their evil 
deeds from them, and I will surely bring 
them into a garden, watered by rivers, 
a reward from God, and with God is 
most excellent reward."* This duty 
of waring against infidels is frequently 
inculcated in the koran^and highly mag- 
nified by the Mahomedan divines, who 
call the sword the key o//ieave?i and hell j 
and persuade their people that the least 

* Koran, ch. 3. p. 91. and ch. 9. p. 2^2* 
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drop of blood spilt in the way of God, 
as it is called, is most acceptable unto 
him ; and that the defending the terri- 
tories of the Moslems for one night, is 
of more avail than a fast of two months.* 
It is easy to see to what a degree of 
fierceness this must raise all the furious 
vindictive passions of the soul, and what 
a horde of savages and barbarians it 
must let loose upon mankind. 

The directions of Christ to his dis- 
ciples were of a different temper. He 
positively forbade them the use of any 
violence whatever. The sword that 
was drawn by one of them in his de- 
fence, he ordered to be sheathed : *' Put 
up thy sword within the sheath ; 
they that use the sword shall perish by 
the sword."t He would not consent to 
bring down fire from heaven on the Sa- 
maritans, who had refused to receive 

* Sale*s Prelim. Diss. s. ii. p. 189. 
+ Matth, xxvi. 52 ; John xviii, ii. 
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kim : " The son of man," he told them, 
•* came not to destroy men's lives, but 
to save them. Peace I leave with you ; 
my peace I give unto you. Do violence 
to no khan; resist not evil. Be ye mer- 
ciful, even as your Father in heaven is 
merciful. Blessed are the merciful, for 
they shall obtain m^rcy."* 

The consequence was, that the first 
followers of Mahomet were men of cru- 
elty and violence, living by rapine, mur- 
der, and plunder. The first followers 
of Jesus were men of meek, quiet, inof- 
fensive, peaceable manners, and in their 
morals irreproachable atid exemplary. 

If now, after comparing together the 
atitTiors of the two religions we have 
been considering, we take a short view 
of the sacred books of those religions, 
the koran and the gospel, we shall find 
a difierence no less striking between 

* Luke ix. 56 ; John xiv. 27 ; Luke iii. 14 ; Matth, 
^. 39 ; Luke vi. 36 ; RIatth. v. 7, 
H 
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them; no less strongly marki^. the 
truth of the one, and the &l$ehood of the 
other. 

The koran is highly applauded^ 
both by Mahomet himself and his fol* 
lowers, for the exquisite beauty , purity^ 
and elegance of the language, which 
they represent as a standing miraclet 
greater than even that of raising the 
dead. But admitting its excellence 
(which yet lias been questioned by sev- 
eral learned men) if beauty of style and 
composition is to be considered as a 
proof of divine insfflration, the writings 
of Plato and Xenophon, of Cicero and 
Cesar, and a multitude of other inimita- 
ble writers in various languages, will 
have as just a claim to a miraculous ori*- 
gin as the koran. But in truth, these 
graces of diction, so far from being a 
circumstance favorable to the koran, 
create a strong suspicion of its being a 
human fabrication, calculated to charm 
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and captivate men by the arts of rheto- 
ric and the fascination of words, and thus 
draw off their attention from the futility 
t)f its matter, and the weakness of its 
pretensions. These are the artifices of 
fraud and falsehood. The gospel wants 
them not. It disdains the aid of human 
eloquence, and depends solely on the 
force of truth and the power of God for 
its success. " I came not (as St. Paul 
sublimely expresses himself) with ex- 
cellency of speech, nor with the entic- 
ing words of man's wisdom, but in dem* 
onstration of the Spirit and of power, 
that your faith might not stand in the 
wisdom of men, but in the power of 
God."* 

But, whatever may be the purity of 
the language, the matter and substance 
of the koran cannot bear a moment's 
comparison with that of the gospel. 
The narrative is dull, heavy, monoto* 

• 1 Cor*ii. 1,4, 5, 
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nous, uninteresting ; loaded with end- 
less repetitions, with senseless and pre- 
posterous fables, with trivial, disgustuig, 
and even immoral precepts. Add to 
this, that it has very, little novelty or 
originality to recommend it, the most 
material parts of it being borrowed from 
the scriptures of the Old Testament 
or the New ; and even these are so 
disguised and deformed by passing 
through the hands of the impostor (who 
vitiates and debases every thing he 
touches) that you can hardly know them^ 
to be the same incidents or transactions 
that you read with so much delight in 
the Bible. 

The gospel, on the contrary, is tve- 
ry where concise, simple, original, ani>. 
mated, interesting, dignified ; its pre- 
cepts important, its morality perfect, 
its sentiments sublime, its views noble 
and comprehensive, its sanctions aw- 
ful. 
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In ite koran^ M ahomet^ is perpetu« 
ally boasting of his awn merits and a* 
chievementSi and the supreme excellence 
of his book. In the gospel, no encomi- 
ums are bestowed by the Evangelists, 
either on themselves or their writings. 
Even the virtues of their divine Master 
are not distinctly specified, or brought 
ferward into a conspiciqus point of view. 
It is from his actions only, and his dis* 
courses, not from the observations of 
his historians, that we can collect the 
various transcendent excellencies of his 
character. Here we plainly see the so- 
ber modesty of truth opposed to the os- 
tentatious vanity of imposture. 

In the description of future rewards 
and punishments, the koran is minute, 
QiFCumstantial, and extravagant, both 
in painting the horrors of the one and 
the delights of the other. It describes 
things which cannot, and ought not to 
be described, and enters into details 
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too horrible, or too licentious^ to be 
presented to the human mind. 

In the gospel, the pains and the 
pleasures of a future life are represented 
concisely, in strong, but general and 
indefinite terms, sufficient to give them 
a powerful, but not an overwhelming^, 
influence over the mind. 

There is still another, and a ytry 
material mark of discrimination be- 
twj^en the koran and the gospel. Ma« 
hornet shows throughout the utmost 
anxiety to guard against objections, to 
account for his working no miracles, 
and to defend his conduct, in several 
instances, against the charges which he 
suspects may be brought against him. 
This is always the case with imposture. 
It is always suspicious, afraid of being 
detected, alive to every appearance of 
hostility, solicitous to anticipate, and 
eager to repel the accusations of ene^ 
mies. 
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Truth has no occasion for sucb pre- 
cautions^ and therefore never uses them. 
We see nothing of this sort in the gos« 
peU The sacred historians show not 
the smallest solicitude, nor take the least 
pains to obviate cavils or remove diffi- 
culties. They relate plainly and sim« 
ply what they know to be true. They 
entertain no doubt of it themselves, and 
seem to have no suspicion that any one 
else can doubt it ; they ^erefore leave 
the facts to speak for themselves, and 
send them unprotected into the world, 
to make their way (as they have done) 
by their own native force and incontro- 
vertible truth. 

Such are the leading features of 
Mahomet and his religion on the one 
hand, and of Christ and his religion on 
the other ; and never was there a strongs 
er or more striking contrast seen than 
in this instance. They are, in short, 
in every essential article,, the direct op- 
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posttes of each other. And as it is on 
att hands acknowledged that Mahomet 
was an impostor, it is fair to conclude 
that Christ, who was the very reverse 
of Mahomet, was the reverse of an im* 
poster, that is, a real messenger from 
heaven. In Mahomet we see every 
distinctive mark of fraud ; in Jesus, 
not one of these is to be found ; but, on* 
the contrary, every possiUe indication 
and character of troth. 
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IKe predictions delivered by the ancient Propi' 
ets, and JulfiUed in our Saxnour^ show 
that he was the Messiah expected by the 
Jews^ and that he came into the world by 
divine appointment, to be the great Deliver* 
er and Redeemer of mankind. 

The word Messiah signifies 
anointed ; that is^ a person appointed to 
some high station, dignity, or office ; 
because originally among the eastern 
nations men so appointed (particularly 
kings, priests, and prophets) were an- 
ointed with oil. Hence the word Mes- 
siah means the person preordained and 
appointed by God to be the great Deliv- 
erer of the Jewish nation, and the Re- 
deemer of all mankind. The word 
Christ means tlie same thing* 
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Now it was foretold concerning the 
Messiah) that he should come before 
the sceptre departed from Judah, that is, 
before the Jewish government was des- 
troyed ;* and, accordingly, Christ ap* 
peared a short time before the period 
when the Jewish government was total- 
ly overthrown by the Romans. 

It was foretold that he ^ould come 
before the destruction of the second 
temple. *^The Desire of all nations 
shall come, and I will fill this house with 
glory, saith the Lord of Hosts ; the 
glory of this latter house shall be great- 
er than that of the former. »»t Accordi 
ingly Christ appeared some time be- 
fore the destruction of the city and the 
temple of Jerusafem by the Romans. 

It was foretold by the prophet Dan- 
iel, that he should come at the end of 
490 years after the rebuilding of Jeru- 
salem, which had been laid waste dur- 

* Geo. xUx. 10. -f Haggai ii. 7,9. 
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ing the captivity of the Jews in Baby- 
lon^ and that he should be cut off; and 
that afterwards the city and sanctuary 
of Jerusalem should be destroyed and 
made desolate.^ And accordingly, at 
what time soever the beginning of the 
490 years can, according to any fair in* 
terpretation of the words, be fixed, the 
end of them will fall about the time of 
Christ's appearing ; and it is well known 
how entirely the city and sanctuary 
were destroyed by thel^omans some 
years after he was cut off and crucified. 
It wa$ foretold, that he should per- 
form many great and beneficial mira« 
cles ; that the eyes of the blind should 
be opened, and the ears of the deaf un- 
stopped ; that the lame man should 
leap as a hart, and the tongue of the 
dumb sing ;t and this we know was 
literally fulfilled in the miracles of 
Christ ; the blind received their sight, 
the lame walked, the deaf heard. 

* Dan. ix. 26. + \sa\aScm^YN. v 
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It was foretold, that he should die a 
i4oIeiit4eath ; that he should be wound- 
ed for our transgressions, and bruised 
for our iniquities ; that the chastisement 
of our peace should be upon him ; and 
that with his stripes we should be heal- 
ed ; that God would lay on him the 
iniquity of lis all.* All which was ex- 
actly accomplished in the sufferings of 
Christ, " who died for our sins, the 
just for the unjust, that he might bring 
us to God. "t 

It was foretold, that to him should 
the gathering of the people be ; and 
that God would give him the heathen 
for his inheritance, and the utmost 
parts of the earth for his possession,:]: 
which was punctually fulfilled by the 
wonderful success of die gospel, and its 
universal propagation throughout the 
world* 

* Isaiah liii. throughout, and Dan. ix. 26. 
t X Pet. iii. 18. X Psalm il. 8. 
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liHslly, many minuter circumstances 
were told of the great Deliverer, or Re- 
deemer, that was to come. 

That he should be bom of a virgin ; 
that he should be of the tribe of Judah 
and the seed of David ; that he should 
be bom in the town of Bethlehem ; that 
he should ride upon an ass in humble 
triumph into the city of Jerusalem ; that 
he should be a man of sorrows, and ac 
quainted with grief ; that he should be 
sold for thirty pieces of silver ; that he 
should be scourged, buffetted, and spit 
upon ; that Tie should be numbered with 
the transgressors (that is, should be cru- 
cified, as he was between two thieves) 
that he should have gall and vinegar 
given him to drink ; that they who saw 
him crucified should mock at him, and 
at his trusting in God to deliver him ; 
that the soldiers should cast lots for his 
^rments ; that he should make his 
grave with the rich ; and that he should 
J 
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rise again without seeing corraption.* 
All these circumstances, it is wdl 
known, were foretold, and, to the great- 
^t possible exactness, fulfilled, in the 
person of Christ. 

What now shall wc say to these 
things ? Here are upwards of twent]f 
different particulars, noany of them of a 
very extraordinary nature, which, it was 
foretold, seven hundred years before our 
Saviour was bom, would all meet in 
him, and which did all actually meet in 
his person. Is not this a most extraor- 
dinary consideration ? There are but 
three possible suppositions that can be 
made concerning it : Either that this 
was a mere fortuitous coincidence, aris- 
ing entirely frpm chance and accident, 
or that these prophecies were written 
after the events had taken place; or 

* Isaiah vii. 14 ; Mic* v. Zcch. ix. 9 ; Isaiah liii. 3 ; 
Zech. xi. 11 ; Isaiah 1. 6; Isaiah lUi. 13 : Psalm Ixix. 
22; Fsalm xxiv. 7, 18; Isaiah lUi, 9; P^alm xvi, lO. 
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listly, tfiat they wer6 real predictions, 
ddivercd many years before these events 
came to pass, and all fulfilled in Christ. 
That any one should by chance hit up- 
on so many things, which should all 
prove true, and prove true concerning 
one and the same person, though sev- 
eral of them were of such a nature as 
Were unlikely to happen singly ^ and by 
fer the greatest part of which had nevef 
before happened singly to any person 
Whatever; this, I say, exceeds all bounds 
of credibility, and all power of conjec- 
ture or calculation. 

That these prophecies were not writ* 
ten or delivered after the things predict- 
ed had happened is most certain ; be- 
cause they are found in books which 
existed long before those events came 
to pass, that is, in the books of the Old 
Testament ; , and the Jews themselves, 
the mortal enemies of Christ and his re- 
ligion, acknowledge that these prophe- 
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cies were in those books exactly as we 
BOW see tliem many hundred years be* 
fore Christ came into the world. 

The books themselves were in their 
own keeping, in the keeping of our ad:* 
vessaries, who would undoubtedly take 
effectual care that nothing favorable to 
Christ should be fraudulently inserted 
into thern^ The Jews were our libra- 
rians. The prophecies were in their 
custody, and are read in all their copies 
of the Old Testament as well as in 
ours. They have made many attempts 
to explain them away, but none to ques- 
tion their authenticity. 

It remains then that these are all 
real predictions, all centering in our 
Saviour, and in him only, and delivered 
many centuries before he was born* 
As no one but God has the foreknowl- 
edge of events, it is from him these 
prophecies must have proceeded ;. and 
they show of course that Christ vl9» 
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the person whom he had for a great 
length of time predetermined to send 
into the world to be the great Deliv- 
erer, Redeemer, and Saviour of man- 
kind. 
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The prophecies delivered by our Saviour him- 
^dj^ prove that he was endued with thejore- 
knowledge of future extents ; which belongs 
only to God and to those inspired by him. 

XlE did very particularly, and at 
several different times, foretel his own .. 
death, and the circumstances pf it ; that 
the chief priests and scribes should con- 
demn him to death, and deliver him to . 
the Gentiles, that is, to Pilate, and the 
Koman soldiers, to mock, and scourge, 
and crucify him ; that, he should be be* 
trayed into, their hands ; that Judas Is- 
cariot was the person who should betray 
him ; that all his disciples would for- 
sake him, and. flee ; and. that Peter 
would particularly thrice deny him in 
one night, . He foretold further, that he 
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would rise agaiit the third, day ;. that 
after his ascension^ he would send dow» 
the Holy Ghost on his apostles, whicb 
should enable. them to work manymir-i. 
acles. He foretold, likewise, many par-r 
ticulars concerning, the - future^ success 
of the gospel, and what should happen . 
to several of his disciples ; he foretold 
what opposition and . persecution they^ 
should meet with in their preaching ; , 
he foretold what particular kind of death 
Peter should die, and intimated th^t St* 
John should live (sis he did) till after 
the destruction of . Jerusalem ; he fdre«^ 
told that, notwithstanding all opposition 
and persecution, the gospel should yet 
have such success a& to spread itself 
oyer. the. world; and, lastly, he foretold 
the destruction of Jerusalem, with such 
very particular and minute circumstan- 
ces, in the 24th chapter of St. Matthew, , 
the 13tb of^ St. Mark, and the 21st of ; 
St. Luke, that no one. who reads thee 
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description of that event, in the histori- 
ans of those times, can have the smallest 
doubt of our Saviour's divine foreknowl- 
edge. We have a most authentic, ex* 
act, and circumstantial account of the 
siege and destruction of that city by the 
Romans, written by Josephus, a Jew- 
ish and contemporary historian; and 
tiie description he has given of this ter- 
rible calamity so perfectiy corresponds 
with our Saviour^s prophecy, that one 
would have thought, had we not known 
the contrary, tfiat it had been written by 
a Christian, on purpose to illustrate that 
prediction. 

This power of foretelling future events 
is a plain proof that Christ came from 
God, and was endued with this power 
from above. 
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The miracles performed by our Lord, demon* 
strcUe him io have possessed divine power. 

Although the preceding^ 

propositions contain very convincing 
proofs of the divine mission of Christ, 
and the divine authority of bis religion, 
yet, undoubtedly, the strongest evidence 
of this arises from the wonderful and 
well attested miracles which he wrought 
from the beginning to the end of his 
ministry. He cured the most invete« 
rate diseases ; he made the lame ta 
walk ; he opened the eyes of the blind, 
and the ears of the deaf; he cast out 
devils ; he walked upon the sea ; he 
fed five thousand persons with a fewi 
small loaves and fishes, and even raised 
the dead to life again. These miracles.. 
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^^'^all wrought in open day, in the 
^'Qjfit of multitudes of witnesses, who 
^ could not be imposed upon in things 
which they saw plainly with their own 
eyes, who had an opportunity of scruti- 
nizing them as much as they pleased, 
and who did actually scrutinize them 
with a most critical exactness, as appears 
from the very remarkable instance of the 
blind man restored to sight by our Lord^ 
in the ninth chapter of St. John, a trans- 
action which I recommend very earnest- 
ly to the attention of my readers. 

It is true, that miracles being very 
unusual and extraordinary facts, they re- 
quire very strong evidence to support 
them ; much stronger, it must be own- 
ed, than common events, that are record- 
ed in history ; and accordingly, the mir- 
acles of Christ have this very strong and 
extraordinary evidence to supportthem; 
evidence such as is not to be equalled in 
any other instance, and such as is fully 
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competent to prove the reality of the 
greatest miracle that ever was performed. 
Besides a multitude of other persons 
who were eye witnesses to these miracles 
and who were actually convinced and 
ponverted by them, there were twelve 
persons called Apostles, plain, honest, 
unprejudiced men, whom our Saviour 
chose to be his constant companions and 
friends, who were almost always about 
his person, accompanied him in his trav- 
els^ heard all his dicourses, saw all his 
miracles, and attended him through all 
the different scenes of his life, death, 
and resurrection, till the time of his as- 
cension, into heaven. These persons 
were perfectly capable of judging wheth- 
er the works which they saw Jesus per- 
form were real miracles or not ; they 
could tell whether a person whom they 
had known to be blind all his life was 
suddenly restored to sight by our Sav- 
iour's only speaking a word ot \x>m^- 
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ing his eyes ; they could tell whethcfr he 
did actually, in open day light walk up- 
on the sea without sinking, and without 
any vissible support ; whether a person 
called Lazarus, whom they were well ac- 
quainted with, and whom they knew to 
have been four days dead and buried, was 
raised to life again merely by Christ's 
paying, Lazarus^ arise. 

In these and other facts of this sort, 
they could not possibly be deceived. 
Now these, and many other miracles 
equally astonishing, they affirm that thejr 
themselves actually saw performed by 
our Saviour* In consequence of this, 
from being Jews, and of course strongly 
prejudiced against Christ and his out- 
ward appearance,* which was the very 
reverse of every thing they expected in 
their Messiah, they became his disciples; 
and on account of their conversion, and 
more particularly on account of their as- 
setting the truth of his miracles and bis 
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resurrection, they endured for a long 
course of years the severest labors, hard- 
ships, sufferings, and persecution, that 
human nature could be exposed to, and 
at last submitted to the most cruel and 
excruciating deaths ; all which they 
might easily have avoided, if they would 
only have said that Christ was not the 
Son of God, that he never worked any 
miracles, and never rose from the dead. 
Yet this they refused to say, and were 
content to die rather than say it,* 

Is not this giving the strongest proof 
of their sincerity, and of the reality of 
Christ's miracles, that human nature 
and human testimony are capable of 
giving ? The concurrent and uncontra- 
dicted testimony of twelve such wit- 
nesses is, according to all the rules of 

* No man ever laid down his life for the honor of Ju- 
piter, Neptune, or Apollo ; but how many thousands have 
sealed their Christian testimony with their blood ? ficat- 
tie, V. 2. 

K 
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evidence, sufficient to establish the truth 
of any one feet in the world, however 
extraordinary, however miraculous. 

If there had been any powerful 
temptation thrown in the way of these 
men ; if they had been bribed, like the 
followers of Mahomet, with sensual in- 
dulgencies ; or, like Judas Iscariot, with 
a sum of money, one should not have 
been much surprised at their persisting, 
for a time at least, in a premeditated 
falsehood. But when wc know that, 
instead of any of these allurements be- 
ing held out to them, their Master al- 
ways foretold to them, and they them- 
selves soon found by experience, that 
they could gain nothing, and must lose 
every thing in this world, by embracing 
Christianity ; it is utterly impossible to 
account for their embracing it on any 
other ground than their conviction of 
its truth from the miracles which they 
saw* In fiict, must they not have been 
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absolutely mad to have incurred volun- 
tarily so much misery, and such certain 
destruction, for affirming things to be 
true which they knew to be false ; more 
especially as their own religion tauglit 
them, that they would be punished most 
severely in another world, as well as in 
this, for so wicked a fraud ? Is it usual 
for men thus to sport with their own 
happiness, and their very lives, and to 
bring upon themselves, with their eyes 
open, such dreadful evils, without any 
reason in the world, and without the 
least possible benefit, advantage, credit, 
or pleasure resulting from it ? Where 
have you ever heard of any instance of 
this sort ? Would any twelve men you 
ever knew, especially men of credit and 
character, take it into their heads to as- 
sert that a certain person in the neigh- 
borhood raised a dead man to life, when 
they knew that no such thing had ever 
happened; and that they would all^ wilt 
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one consent, suffer themselves to be put 
to death rather than confess that they , 
had told a lie ? Such a thing never hap- 
pened since the world began. It is con- 
trary to all experience and all credibility, 
and would be, in itself, a greater mira- 
cle than any of those that are recorded 
iti the gospel. 

It is certain then (as-certain as any 
thing can be that depends on humaa 
testimony) that real miracles were 
wrought by Christ ; and as no miracles, 
can be wrought but by the power of 
God, it is equally certain that Christ 
and his religion drew their origin froifi 
God-* 

* On the clear and evident marks of discrimination be- 
tween the real miracles of the gospel and the pretended- 
miracles of paganism and of poper/, see Bishop DouglaB'ft 
Criterion, and Dr. Paley's most masterly observations, in 
his view of the Evidences of Christiamty, Prop. i. cb. iu 
b. i. p. 329. 
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The resurrection of our Lord from the dead^ 
is a fact fully proved by the clearest em^ 
dencCy and is the seal and confirmation oj 
his divinity and of the truth of his religion. 

1 HE resurrection of Christ be- 
ing one of those iiiiracles which arc re- 
corded in the gospel, the truth of it is, 
in fact, already proved by what has been 
advanced respecting those miracles in 
the preceding article. But ii is an event 
so singular in its nature, and so infinite- 
ly important in its consequences, that it 
well deserves to be made the subject of 
a distinct proposition. 

After our Saviour's crucifixion, Jo- 
scph of Arimathea, we are told, laid 
the body in his own new tomb, hewn 
out of a rock, and rolled a great stone 
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to the door of the sepulchre. In order 
to secure themselves against any frauds 
the Jews desired the Roman governor, 
Pilate, to grant them a band of soldiers 
to guard the sepulchre, lest, as they 
said, the disciples should come by night 
and steal the corpse away.— Pilate's an- 
swer was in these words, " Ye have a 
watch, go your way, make it as sure as 
you can : So they went and made the 
sepulchre sure, sealing the stone, and 
setting a watch."* The Evangelist 
then proceeds to relate the great event 
erf the resurrection with that ingenuous 
and natural simplicity which character- 
izes the sacred historians, and which 
carries upon the face of it every mark 
of sincerity and truth. 

" In the end of the sabbath, as it be- 
gan to dawn towards the first day of the 
week, came Mary Magdalen, and the 
other Mary, to see the sepulchre. And 

♦Matlh. xxvii. 65, 6§. 
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behold there was a great earthquake ; 
£>r the angel of the Lord descended 
from heaven, and rolled back the stone 
from the door/ and sat upon it* Hi& 
countenance was like lightning, and his 
raiment white as snow. And for fear of 
him the keepers did shake, and became 
as dead men. And the angel of the 
Lord answered^ and said unto the wo- 
men, Fear not ye ; for I know that ye 
seek Jesus Uiat was crucified. He is 
not here, for he is risen from the dead ;. 
and behold he goeth before you into 
Galilee, there ye shall see him. Lo t 
I have told you. And as they went ta 
tell his disciples, behold Icsus met 
them, saying, All hail ; and they came 
and held him by the feet, and worship- 
ped him.. Then said Jesus unto them^ 
Be not afraid ; go tell my brethren, that 
they go into Galilee, and there they 
shall see me. Now, when they were 
going, behold some of the watch came 



Dgitized by Google 



1 1 6 Truth and Dhnnc Origin 

into the city, and shewed unto the chief 
priests all that was done. And wheii 
they were assembled with the elders^ 
and had taken counsel, they gave large 
money unto the soldiers, saying. Say 
ye, his disciples came by night, and 
stole him away while we slept ; and if 
this come to the governor's ears, we 
will persuade him and secure you. So 
they took the money, and did as they 
were taught ; and this saying is com- 
monly reported among the Jews unto 
this day."* 

Such is the relation of this wonder- 
ful fact given by St, Matthew, which 
comprehends not only his own account 
of it, but that also which was circulated 
in opposition to it by the chief priests 
and rulers of the Jews. Here then we 
have fairly before us the two different 
representations of this event by the 
friends and by the enemies of Clirist j 

♦ Matth. XXV iii. i, i^ 
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ef which the former asserts that it was 
a real resurrectipn, the other that it was 
a fraud v and between these two we 
must form our opinions, for no third 
story has been set up, that we know of^ 
by any one. 

One thing is agreed on by both 
sides, viz. that the body was not to be 
found in the sepulchre. It was gone ; 
and the question is, by what means ? 
The soldiers gave out that the disciples 
** came by night, while they slept, anct' 
stole it away.'* But it is not very easy^ 
to understand how the soldiers could 
depose to any thing that passed while 
they were fast asleep ; they could not 
possibly tell in what manner the body 
was stolen away^ or by whom. Nor^ 
considering the extreme severity of the 
Roman military discipline, is it credi- 
ble, that if they had been asleep, they 
would have confessed it. For it was 
certain death to a Roman soldier to be 
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found sleeping upon guard. Nothing 
could have prevailed upon them to 
make such a declaration as that, but a 
previous promise of impunity and re- 
ward from the Jewish rulers ; a plain 
proof that they had been tampered with, 
and that it was a concerted story. 

In the next place, supposing the story 
true, of what use could the dead body 
be to the disciples ? It could not prove 
to them, or to others, that their Master 
i was risen from the dead ; on the con- 
/trary, it must have been a standing and 
/a visible proof of the contrary. It muat 
convince them that he, instead of being 
the deliverer they expected, was an im- 
postor, and they most cruelly deceived. 
And why they should choose to keep 
in their possession, and to have continu* 
ally before their eyes, a lifeless corpse, 
which completely blasted all their 
hopes, and continually reminded them 
of their bitter disappointment, is some- 
what difficult to be imagined. 
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The tale then, told by the soldiers, 
is, upon the very face of it, a gross and 
clumsy forgery. The consequence is, 
that the account given by St. Matthew 
is the true one. For if the body was 
actually gone (an acknowledged point- 
on all sides) and if it was not, as we 
have proved, stolen away by the disci-» 
pies, there are but two possible suppo- 
sitions remaining ; either thal;^ it was* 
taken away by the Jews and Romans, 
or that it was raised to life again by the 
power of God. If the former had beenr 
the case, it could only have been for the 
purpose of confronting and convicting 
the disciples of falsehood and fraud by 
the production of the dead body. But 
the dead body was not produced. It 
was, therefore, as the gospel affirms, 
raised from the grave, and restored to 
life. There is no other conceivable al- 
ternative left. 
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And that tliis was actually the "case, 
is proved by our Lord's appearing, af- 
ter his resurrection, not only to the two 
women who canae first to the sepulchre, 
but to the two disciples going to Em- 
maus, and to the disciples assembled 
together at two different times, and to 
all the apostles, and to above five hun- 
dred brethren^ at once. And he not 
only appeared to them silently, but he 
talked and ate with them ; he showed 
them his hands and his feet ; he made 
them handle him ; he held several long 
conversations with them ; and, at last, 
ascended up into heaven in their sight. 

These were things of which the plain- 
est and most ignorant men could judge. 
It was impossible for them to be deceiv- 
ed in an object with which they were 
well acquainted, and which presented 
itself to all their senses. 

But there is another most decisive 
proof, arising from their own conduct^ 
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that they Avere perfectly convinced of 
the reality of our Lord's resurrection. 
It appears that the apostles were far 
from being men of natural courage and 
firmness of mind. When our Lord 
was apprehended, all his disciples, we 
are told, forsook him and fled, Peter 
followed him afar off, and went into 
a hall in the palace of the high priest^ 
tvhere the servants warmed themselves, 
and being there charged with being a 
disciple of Jesus, he peremptorily deni- 
ed it three times with vehemence and 
with oaths. It does not appear that any 
of his disciples attended in the judg. 
ment hall to assist or to support him ; 
and when he was crucified, the only per- 
sons that ventured to stand near his 
cross were his mother, and two or three 
Other women, and St. John. They all, 
in short, appeared dismayed and terrifi- 
ed with the fate of their Master, afraid 
to acknowledge the slightest connexion 
L 
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witli him, and utterly unable to face the 
dangers that seemed to menace them. 
But, immediately after the resurrection 
of their Lord, a most astonishing change 
took place in their conduct. From be- 
ing the most timid of men, they sud* 
denly became courageous, undaunted, 
and intrepid ; they boldly preached that 
very Jesus, whom but a ^hort time be* 
fore they had deserted in his greatest 
distress; and although his crucifixion 
was fresh before their eyes, and they 
had reason to expect the same or a simi- 
lar fate, yet they persisted in avowing 
themselves his disciples, and told the 
Jews publicly, " that God had made 
that same Jesus, whom they had cruci- 
fied, both Lord and Christ ;"* and 
when they were brought before the ru- 
lers and elders to be examined respect- 
ing the lame man whom they had cur- 
ed at the gate of the temple, " Be it 
known unto you all (said they} and to all 

• Acts ii. 36. 
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the people of Israel, that by the name 
of Jesus Christ of Nazsireth, whom ye 
crucified, and whom God raised from 
the dead, even by him does this man 
stand here before you all. This is the 
stone that was set at nought of you build- 
ers, which is become the head stone of 
the corner ; neither is there salvation in 
any other ; for there is none other name 
under heaven given among men, where- 
by we must be saved."* 

And when a second time they were 
brought before the council, and forbid^ 
den to teach in the name of Jesus, their 
answer was, " We ought to obey God 
rather than man. And when they 
were again reprimanded, and threaten- 
ed, and beaten, yet they ceased not in 
the temple, and in every house, to teach 
and to preach Jesus Christ ; and with 
great power gave the apostles witness of 
the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, "f 

* Acts iv, lO, II, la. 
^ AcU V. 89, 48« Act! iv. 33. 
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In what manner now shall we ad- 
count for this sudden and most singular 
change in the disposition, and as it were 
in tlie very constitution, of the apos- 
ties. If Christ had not risen from the 
grave, and his dead body was in the 
possession of his disciples, was this caU 
ctilated to inspire them with affection 
for their leader, and with courage to 
preach, a doctrine, which they knew to 
be false ? Would it not, on tlie contra- 
ry, have increased their natural timdU 
ty^ depressed their spirits, extinguished 
all their zeal, and filled them with in- 
diRnation and horror against a man who 
had so grossly deceived them, and rob- 
bed them under false pretences, of ev- 
cry thing that was dear and valuable to 
them in the world ? Most unquestiona^ 
bly it would. Nor is it possible to ac- 
count in any rational way, for the 
strange revolution which took place in 
their minds, so soon after their Mash 
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ter's death, but by admitting that they 
were fully persuaded and satisfied that 
he rose adive from the grave. 

It may be said, perhaps, that this per* 
suasion was the effect, not of irresisti* 
ble evidence, but of enthusiasm, which 
made them fancy that some visionary 
phantom, created solely by their own 
heated imagination, was the real body 
of their Lord restored to life. But 
nothing could be more distant from en* 
thusiasm than the character and con* 
duct of these mei*, and the courage they 
manifested, which was perfectly qalm,^ 
sober, collected, and cooL But what 
completely repels this suspicion is, that 
their bitterest adversaries never once 
accused them of enthusiasm, but charg- 
ed them with a crime which was utter- 
ly inconsistent with it, fraud and theft ; 
with stealing away the body from the 
grave. And if they did this, if that 
dead body was actually before their 

Dgitized by Google 



126 Truth and Divine Origin • 

eyes, how was it possible for any diegree 
of enthusiasm short of madness (which' 
was never alleged against them) to mis-^ 
take a dead body for a living man, 
whom they saw, and touched and con* 
versed with ? No such instance of en- 
thusiasm ever, occurred in the world. 

The resurrection of our Lord being 
thus established on the firmest grounds, 
it affords an unanswerable proof of the 
truth of our Saviour's pretensions, and^ 
consequently, of the truth of his relig- 
ion ; for had he not been what he as- 
sumed to be, the Son of God, it is im- 
possible that God should have raised 
him from the dead, and thereby given- 
his sanction to an imposture; But as 
he did actually restore him to life, he- 
tl.ereby set his seal to the divinity which- 
he claimed, and acknowledged him, in* 
tlie most public and authoritative man- 
iicr, to be *' his beloved Son, in whom* 
he was well pleased."* 

■ ♦ Matlh. iii. 17. 
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And this evidence of our Lord'is di- 
vine mission is of the more importance, 
because, our Saviour himself appealed' 
to it as the grand proof of his being sent 
from heaven to instruct and to redeem- 
mankind. For when he cast the buy- 
ers find sellers^ out of the temple, and^ 
the Jews required of him a sign, that is, 
a miraculous proof, that he had the au- 
thority of God for doing those things^ 
his answer was, "Destroy this templej 
(meaning his body) and in three days I 
will raise it up. When therefore, he* 
was risen from the dead, his disciples; 
remembered that he had said tliis unto 
them ; and they believed the scriptures, 
and the word which Jesus had said ;"* 
and they themselves constantly referred 
to the resurrection, more than to any 
odier evidence, as the great foundation 
on which their faith has built. 

♦ John U..^9. 2a, 
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The reason for this, perhaps^ was, 
that this great event contained in itself,^ 
at once, the evidence both of miracle 
and of prophecy. It was certainly one 
of the most stupendous manifestations^ 
of divine power that could be present* 
ed to the obfervation of mankind ; and^ 
it was, at the same time, the comple- 
tion of two most remarkable prophe- 
cies ; that of our Saviour's above men- 
tioned, and that well known one of king 
David's, which St. Peter expressly ap- 
plies to the resurrection of Christ i 
*' Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, 
neitlier wilt thou suffer thjr Holy One 
to See corruption.'** 

* Psalm xvi. lo. Acts li. ty. On this subject of 
Christ's resurFection I most ag»in refer my youog feadert- 
to Dr. Paley, vol. ii. ch. ix. p. ac9, and also to the con» 
elusion of his work ;. the force of which it seems to m«- 
•carce poiuble for an unprejudiced reader to withsiand* 
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These are the principal proofs 
of the truth of the Christian Religion; 
Many others of a very satisfactory na- 
ture might be added ; but the question 
may be safely rested on those that, have 
here been stated. 

And when we collect them all to- 
gether into one point of view ; when we 
consider the deplorable ignorance and 
inconceivable depravity of the heathen 
world before the birth of Christ, which 
rendered a divine interposition essential- 
ly necessary, and therefore highly prob- 
able; the appearance of Christ upon? 
earth, at the very time when his pres- 
ence was most wanted, and when there 
was a general expectation througlrout 
the East, that some great and extraor- 
dinary personage was soon to come in- 
to the world; the transcendent excel- 
lence of our Lord's character, so infi^ 
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nitely beyond that of every other moral 
teacher ; tlie calmness, the compQsure, 
the dignity, the integrity, the spotless 
sanctity of his manners, so utterly in- 
consistent with every idea of enthusi- 
asm or imposture ; the sublimity and 
importance of his doctrines ; tlie con- 
summate wisdom and perfect purity of 
his moral precepts, Car exceeding the 
natural powers of a man bom in the 
humblest situation, and in a remote and 
obscure corner of the world, without 
learning, education, languages, or books; 
the rapid and astonishing propagation of 
his religion, in a very short space of 
time, through almost every region of 
the East, by the sole efforts of himself 
and a few illiterate fishernxen^ in direct 
opposition to all the power, the authori* 
ty, the learning, the philosophy, the 
reigning vices, prejudices and supersti* 
tions, of the world; the complete and 
marked opposition, in every essentisd 
point, between the character and religion 
of Christ and the character and reiigicm 
of Mahomet, exactly such as might be 
expected between truth and falsehood ; 
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the minute description of all the most 
material circumstances of his birth, life, 
sufferings, death, and resurrection, giv- 
en by the ancient prophets many hun- 
dred years before he was bom, and ex- 
actly fulfilled in him, and him only, 
pointing him out as the Messiah of the 
Jews and the Redeemer of mankind ; 
the various prophecies delivered by 
Christ himself, which were all punctu- 
ally accomplished, more especially the 
destruction of Jerusalem by the Ro- 
mans; the many astonishing miracles 
wrought by Jesus, in the open face of 
day before thousands of spectators, the 
reality of which is proved by multitudes 
of the most unexceptionable witnesses, 
who sealed their testimony with their 
blood, and was even acknowledged by 
the earliest and most inveterate enemies 
of the gospel ; and, lastly, that most as- 
tonishing and well authenticated mira- 
cle of our Lord's resurrection, which 
was the seal and confirmation of his own 
divine t>rigin, and that of his religion ; 
when all these various evidences are 
brought together, and impartially weigh- 
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cd, it seems hardly within the power 
of a fair and ingenuous mind to resist 
the impression of their united force. If 
such a combination of evidence as this 
is not sufficient to satisfy an honest in- 
quirer into truth, it is utterly impossi- 
ble that any event, which passed in for- 
mer times, and which we did not see 
with our own eyes, can ever be proved 
to have happened, by any degree of tes- 
timony whatever, it may safely be af- 
firmed, that no instance can be produc- 
ed of any one fact or event, said to have 
taken place in past ages, and establish- 
ed by such evidence as that on which 
the Christian Revelation rests, that after- 
wards turned out to be false. We chal- 
lenge the enemies of our faith to bring 
forward, if they can, any such instance. 
If they cannot (and we know it to be 
impossible) we have a right to say, that 
a religion, supported by such an extra- 
ordinary accumulation of evidence, must 
be true ; and that all men, who pretend 
to be guided by argument and by proof, 
are bound, by the most sacred obliga- 
tions, to receive ,the religion of Christ 
as a real Revelation from God. 
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A 

POETICAL ESSAY. 



FRIEND to the wretcli, whom every friend forsakcif 
I woo thee, Death 1 In fancy *s fairy paths 
I^et the gay songster rove, and gently trill 
The strain of empty joy. — Life and its joys 
I leave to those that prize them. — At this hoor. 
This solemn hour,*when sileace rules the world, 
And wearied nature makes a gen'ral pause, 
Wrapt in night's sable robe, through cloysters drear # 
And chamels pale, tenanted by a throng 
Of meagre phantoms shooting cross my path 
With silent glance, I seek the shadowy vale 
Of Death.— Deep in a mui'ky cave's recess, 
Lav'd by Oblivion's listless stream, and fenc*4 
By shelving rocks, and intermingled horrors 
Of yew and cypress* shade, from all intrusion 
. Of busy noontide beam, the Monarch sits 
In unsubstantial majesty enthron'd. 
At his right hand, nearest himself in place 
And frightfulness of form, his parent SIa 
With fatal industry and cruel care 
Busies herself in pointing all his stings. 
And tipping every shaft with venom draws 
From her infernal store : Around him nng'i 
M 
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In terrible amy and mixture itranie 
Of uncouth 8hap«i, stand bii dread Miolcters \ 
Foremost Old Jge, his natural ally 
And firmest friend ; next him diseases thick^ 
A motly train ; Fever, with cheek of fire ; 
Consumption, wan ; Pslsy, half warm with lifc» 
And half a clay cold lump 1 Joint tot*ring Gout% 
And ever gnawing Rheum ; Convulsion, wild ; 
Swol'n Dropsy : panting Asthma s Apoplex 
Full goTg*d.— There too the Pestilence that walkji 
In darkness, and th« sickness that destroys 
At broad noon day. These, and a thousand more. 
Horrid to tell, attentive wait *, and when 
By Heaven^ command Diatm waves his ebon wand, 
Sudden rush forth to execute his purpose, 
And scatter desolation o*er the Earth. 
^11 fited Maii« for whom such various forms 
Of Mis*ry wait, and mark their future prey ! 
Ah ! Why, Ali righteous father, didst thou make 
This Creature Man ? Why wake the unconscious dvut 
To life and wretchedneu ? Oh, better far 
Still had he slept in uncreated night, 
If this the lot of Being !— Was it for this 
Thy breath divine kindled within his breast 
The vital flame ? For this, was thy fair image 
Stampt on his soul in godlike lineaments ? 
For this, dominion giv'n him absolute 
O'er all thy works, only that he might reign 
Supreme in woe ?— From the blest Source of Good 
Cnuld Pain and Diath proceed ? Could such foul ills 
Fall from fair Mercy's hands '—-Far be the thought, 
TUc impious thought \ Qqj^ never made a sieatuie 
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Bbt whU was good.— He made a living Scul s 
The wretched Mdrtal was t!ie work of Man. 
forth from hU Maker's hands he sprung to life, 
Fresh with immortal bloom : No pain ha knav, 
No fear of change no check to his desires, 
* Save one command. -^That one command, (which stood 
Twixt him and Diath, ihe test of his obedience) 
Urg'd on by wanton cariosity. 
He broke. — ^Thcre in one moment was undone 
The fairest of God's works. — ^The same rash hand, 
That pluck'd in evil hour the fatal fruit, 
Unbarr'd the gates of Hdl, and let loose Sin, 
And Death, and all the family of Pain, 
To prey upon Mankind.— -Young Nature saw 
The monstrous crew, and shook through all herfram*. 
Then fled her aew bom lastre, then began 
Heav'n's cheerful face to low'r, then vapor's choak'd 
The troubled air, and form'd a veil of clouds 
To hide the willing Sun. The Earth convuls'd 
With painful throes threw forth a bristly crop 
Of thorns and briars ; and Insect, Bird and Beasl, 
That wont before with admiration fond 
To gaze at Man, and fearless croud around hia^ 
Now fled before his face, shunning in hasU 
Th' infection of his misery. He alone. 
Who justly might, th' of&nded Lord of Man, 
Tum'd not away his fac^; ht, full of pity^ 
Forsook not in this attenfaost distress 
His bestlov'd work. That comfort still remain'd, 
(That best that greatest comfort in affliction) 
The countenance of God, and through the gloom 
Shot forth aoBC kindly gleams, to cheer and warm 
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Th* ofFeiider*s sinking soul. Hope seat from Heav'b 
Vprais'dhis drooping bead, and showed afar 
A happier scene of things, the Promis'd Seed 
Trampling upon the Serpent^s humbled crest. 
Death of bis sting disarm'd, and the dark grave 
Made pervious t« the realms of endlesi day, 
No mote the limit but the gau of life. 

Cheer'd with the view, Man went t6 till the greimA 
From whence he rose j stntenc'd indeed to toil 
Ai to a pvnishment, yet (ev'n in wralK 
So merciful is Heav'n) this toil became 
The solace of his wees, the sweet employ 
Of many a live long hour, and surest guard 
Against diseasa and. DaATH. Death, though deftOttM'4- 
Was yet a disUnt 111, by feeble arm 
Of age, his sole support, led slowlyoo; 
Kot then as siBce, the short liv'd son's of ra«r 
Flock'd tQ his realms in countless multitudes ; 
Scarce in the course of twice five hundred yeais 
One solitary ghost went shLv'ring down 
To his unpeopled shore.— la sober staUi 
Through the seqeester' A vale of rural life, 
The venerable Patriarch guileless held 
The tenor of bis wa y ; Labor prepar'd 
Kis simple fare, and temp'rance rul'd his boasd^ 
Tir'd with his daily toil, at early eve 
1^ sunk to sudden rest;^ gentle and pufe 
As breath of evening Zephyr and as sweet 
Were all hn slumben ; with the San he rote^ 
Alert and vigorous as He, to run 
His destin'd course. Thus nerv'd with Giant Strength 
He atem*4 the tide •£ time, wd stt«d the shoek 
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Of agei tolling hirmlcss o*er hU head. 
At life's meridian point arriv'di he stood 
And looking round saw all the vallies fiU'd 
With nations from his loins ; full well content 
To leave his race thus scattered o'er ihe Earth, 
Along the gentle slope of life's decline, 
He bent his gradual way, 'till full of yeara 
He dropt lilce mellow fruit into his grave. 

Such in the infancy of time was Man, 
So calm was life, so impotent was Death^ 
Oh, had he but preserv'd these few remains. 
The shatter'd fragments of lost happiness 
Snatch'd by the hand of hcav'n from the sad wreck 
, Of innocence primaeval ; still had te liv'd 
In ruin great ; though fallen, yet not forlorn, 
Though mortal, yet not every where beset 
With DiATH in every shape I But He, impatient 
To be completely wretched, hastes- to fill up 
The measure of his woes, 'Twas Man himself 
Brought Death into the world, and Man himself 
Gave keenness to his darts, quicken'd his pace, 
And multipli'd destruction on mankind. 

First Envy, eldest bom of Hell, embrucd 
Her hands in blood, and taught the sons of mes 
To make a Death which Nature never made. 
And God abhorred, with violence rude to breall 
The thread of life ere half its length was run, 
•And rob a wretched brother of his being. 
With joy Ambition saw, and soon improv'd 
The execrable deed. *Twas not enough 
By subtile fraud to snatch a single jife. 
]r»ny impiety I Whole kingdoms &U 
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To gate the lust of power ; more horrid ftiU, 

The foulest itain and scandal of our nature 

Became ita boasL Ont Murder made a Villain, 

Millions a Hero. Princea were privilcg*d 

To kill, and numbers sanctified the crime. 

Ah ! why will Kings forget that they are Men ?' 

And Men that they are brethren ? Why ddight 

In human sacrifice ?- Why burst the tiet 

Ot Nature, that should knit their souls together 

In one soft bond of amity and love ? 

Yet still they breathe destruction, still go OA 

Inhumanly ingenious to find out 

New pains for life, new terrors for the gravoit 

Artificers of Death ! Still Monarch's dreana 

Of universal Empire growing up 

From universal ruin. Blast the design 

Great God or Hosts^ nor let thy. creatures idkl. 

Dnpitied victims at Ambition's shrine \ 

Yet say, should tyrant's learn at last to.feel, 

And the loud din of battle cease to bray ; ^, 

Should dove eyed Peace o'er all the earth extend 

Her olive branch, and give the world repose, 

Would Dkath be foU'd ? Would health and itrcngtliwA. 

youth- 
Defy his power ? Has he no arts in store,. 
Ko other shafts save those of war ? Alas !. 
Kv'n in the smile of Peace, that smile which sheda. 
A heav'nly sunshine o'er the soul, there basks 
That serpent Luxury. War its thousands slays j: 
Peace its ten thousands. In th' embattled plain,. 
I'hough Ds AT H exults, and claps his raven wiugjSa 
Yei reigns he sol ev'a tkcxt »o ab«oIulf| 
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Sft mercilesi, ii in yon frantic scenes 
Of midnight level and tumultuous mirth, 
Where in tb' intoxicating draught conceal'd. 
Or couch'd beneath the glance of lawless love. 
He snares the simple youth, v^ho^nought suspecting. 
Means to be- blest — but finds himself undone. 

Down the smooth stream of life the stripling dartf|^ 
Gay as the mom ; bright glows the vernal sk.y» 
Hope swells his sails, and passion steers his course^ 
Safe glides his little bark along the shore 
Where Virtue takes her stand, but if too far 
He launches foitk beyond Discretion's maik^ 
Sudden the tempest scowls, the surges roar^ 
Blot his fair day, and plunge him in the deep* 
Oh, sad but sure mischance ! Oh, happier far 
To lie like gallant Howi, *midst Indian wild»> 
A breathless corse, cut ofiF by savage hands 
In earliest prime, a generous sacrifice 
To freedom's holy cause ; than so to fall. 
Tom immature from life's meridian joys^ 
A prey to Vice, Intemperance, and Disease. 

Yet die ev'n thus, thus rather perish still, 
Te sons of pleasure, by th' Almighty strick'n. 
Than ever dare (though oft, alas ! ye dare) 
To lift against yourselves the murd'rous steel, 
To wrest from Gon*s own hand the sword of justice 
And be your own avengers. Hold, rash Man, 
Though with anticipating speed thoii^st rang'd 
Through every region of delight, nor left 
One joy to gild the evening of thy days ; 
Though life seem one uncomfortable void, 
€uiU at thy httls, befoit thy fi^ce despair; 
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Yet gay this scene, and light thii load of woe, 
Compar'd witk thy hereafter. Think, oh, tfainkj 
And, ere thoa plunge into the Tait abyss. 
Pause on the verge ■ while : Look down and se» 
Thy future mansioa. Why that start of horror ? 
From thy slack hand why drops th' uplifted steel f 
Didst thou not Aink such vengeance must await 
The wretch, that with his crimes all fiesh about hii% 
Hushes irreverent, unpivpar'd, uncallM, 
Into bis Maker's presence, throwing back 
With insolent disdain his choicest gift. 

Live then, while Heav'o in pity lends thee liff^ 
And think it all too short to wash away 
By penitential tears and deep contrition 
The scarlet of thy crimes. So shalt thou find 
Rest to thy soul, so unappali'd shall meet 
Death when he comes, not wantonly invite 
His ling'ring stroke. Be it thy sole concern 
With innocence to live, with patience wait 
Th' appointed hour ; too soon that hour will const 
Though Nature run her conise : But Nature's God 
If need require, by thousand various ways, 
Without thy aid, can shorten that short span, 
And quench the lamp of life. Oh, when he coftttf 
Rous'd by the cry of wickedness extreme 
To Heav'n ascending from some guilty land 
Kow ripe for vengeance ; when he comes array'df 
In all the terrors of Almighty wrath ; 
JTorth from his bosom placks his ling'ring arm, 
And on the miscreants pours destruction down t 
Who can abide his coming ? Who can bear 
Hit whole displeasure ? In no common form 
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Vs'ATR than appears, but starting inta size 

Enormous, measures with gigantic stride 

Th' astonish'd Earth, and from his looks throws rouad 

Unutterable horror and dismay. 

All Nature lends her aid. Each element 

Arras in his cause^ Ope fly the doors of Heav'n.| 

The fountains of the deep their barriers break ; 

Above, below, the rival torrents pour. 

And drown Creation ; or in floods of fire 

Descends a livid cataract, and consumes 

An impious race. Sometimes, when all seems peace,. 

Wakes the grim Whirlwind, and with rude embrace 

Sweeps nations to their grave, or in the deep 

Whelms the proud wooden world ;. full many a youth 

Floats on his wat'ry bier, or lies unwept 

Oi^ some sad desert shore f— At dead of night 

In sullen silence stalks forth Pkstxlemci : 

CoMTAGiON close behind taints all her steps 

With pois'nous dew ; no smiting hand is seen, 

Ko sound is heard ; but soon her secret path. 

Is marked with desolation ; heaps on heaps 

Promiscuous drop : — No friend, no refuge near;. 

All, allj is false and treacherous around. 

All that they touch, or taste, or breathe, is Diath. 

But ah ! What means that ruinous roar ? Why fail 
These tott'ring feet ?— Earth to itt centre feels 
The Godhead's power, and tremblFng at his touch 
Through all its pillars, and in ev'ryporc, 
Hurls to the ground, with one convulsive heave, 
Precipitating domes, and towns, and tow'rs, 
the work of ages. Crush'd beneath tht weight 
Of gen* ral devastation, mill ions find 
•bc common g;ravc 5. not tv'i a widow Itfl i 
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To wail her sons ; The bouse, that shouU proteft 

Entombs his master ; and the faithless plain, 

If there he flies for help, with sndden yawn 

Starts from beneath him. Shield me, gracious Hetv'a, 

Ob, snatch me from destraction ! If this Globe, 

This solid Globe, which thine own hand hath made 

So firm and sure, if this my steps betray ; 

If my own mother Earth, from whence I sprung. 

Rise up with rag* unnatural to devour 

Her wretched offspring, whither shall I fly ? 

Where look for succor ? Where, but up to thet 

Almighty Father ? Save, oh, save thy suppliant 

From horrors such as these. At thy good time 

Let D^ATH approach ; I reck not — let him but com* 

In genuine form not with thy vengeance arm'd. 

Too much for Man to bc»r. Ob, rather lend 

Thy kindly aid to mitigate his stroke. 

And at that hour when all aghast I stand, 

(A trembling candidate for thy compassion) 

On this %^-orld's brink, and look into the next ; 

When my soul starting from the dark unknown 

Casts back a wishful look, and fondly clings 

To her frail prop, unwilling to be wrench'd 

From this fair scene, from all her custom'd jpyi, 

And all the lovely relatives of life, 

Then shed ihy comforts o'er me ; then put on 

The gentlest of thy looks. Let no dark crimes. 

In all their hideous forms then starting up 

Plant themselves round my couch in grim array, 

And stab my bleeding heart with two edg'd torturt| 

Sense of past guilt, and dread of future woe. 

Far be the gha&tly cxcw ! And ia their stead 
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JPoem on Death, 

\M cheerful Memory from her purest cells 
I«ead forth a goodly train of Virtues fair, 
Cherish'd in earliest youth, now paying hack 
With tenfold usury the pious care, 
And pouring o'er my wounds the heav*nly halm 
Of conscious innocence. But chiefly, Thou, 
Whom soft ey'd Pity once led down from Heav'A 
Tohleed for Mao, to teach him how to live. 
And, Ob ! still hardsr lesson I How to die. 
Disdain not Thou to smooth the restless bed 
Of Sickness and of Pain. Forgive the tear 
That feeble Nature drops, calm all her fears. 
Wake all her hopes, and animate her faith, 
*Till my rapt Soul anticipating Heaven 
Bursts from the thraldom of incumbring clay, 
And on the wing of ecstacy upborne, 
Springs into Libikty, and Light, and Liri. 
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Brown's GenuiTte DICTIONARY of 

tke HOLY BIBLE. — ^Thii valuable work has just been printed 
in Edinburgh under the immediate direction of Mr. Brown's 
5<mj— and has many valuable additions and corrections made 
by the Author previous to his death. A sketch of Mr. 
Brown*! life is prefixed to this Edition. 

The complete works of the late Rev, 

Jonathan Edwards, late President of the College of New- 
jersey, in Ei^kt Octavo Volumes. 

Whitson's genuine works of Fl a VI- 
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and celebrated Warrior, in Three Octavo Vulumes^ from the last 
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